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Q.

Discuss the power & function of Governor and his role in Bihar politics.
IntroArticle 153 of the Indian constitution states that there shall be a Governor for each state. Governor is the
constitutional head of the state, bound by the advice of his council of minister. Governor acts a vital link
between the Union Government and the State Government.
CONSTITUTINAL PROVISIONS:
Art 154 – The executive power of the State shall be vested in the Governor and shall be exercised by him either
directly or through officers subordinate to him in accordance with Constitution.
Art 155 – The Governor of a state shall be appointed by president by warrant under his hand & seal.
The power & function of Governor can be categorized as: Power & function

Financial Power
Executive Power
A)

Legislative Power

Judicial Power

Discretionary Power

Executive Power
Ø
All executive actions of the government of a state are formally taken in his name. -Art 166(1)]
Ø
He can make rules for more convenient transaction of the business of a state government.- Art 166(3)
Ø
He appoints the chief minister & other minister.
Ø
He appoints advocate general of state & determines his remuneration.
Ø
He appoints State Election Commissioner & determine his/her condition of service & tenure of office.
Ø
He appoints chairman & members of the state public service commission.
Ø
He can seek any information relating to administration of the affairs of the state from chief minister (Art 167).
Ø
He can recommend the imposition of constitutional Emergency in the state to the President (Art 356).
Ø
He acts as the chancellors of universities in the state.

B)

Legislative Power
A Governor is an integral part of the state legislature having following legislative powers.
Ø
He can summon or prorogue the state legislature & dissolve the state legislative assembly (Art 174)
Ø
He can address the state legislature at the commencement of the first session after each general election &
the first session of each year (Art 175).
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Ø
He can appoint any member of the state legislative assembly to preside over its proceeding when the
offices of both the speaker and deputy speaker fall vacant (Art 180)
Ø
He nominates one-sixth of the members of the state legislative council from amongst person having
special knowledge or practical experience in Literature, science Art, Co – operative movement and social
service
Ø
He decides on the question of disqualification of members of the state legislature in consultation with
election commission.
Ø
Assent of Governor to the bills passed by the state legislature (Art 200).
Ø
He can reserve the bill for Consideration of president. (Art 201)
Ø
He can promulgate ordinances when the state legislature is not in the session (Art 213).
Ø
He lays the report of the State Finance Commission, State Public Service Commission & Comptroller and
Auditor General relating to accounts of the state before State Legislature.
C)

Financial Power
Ø
Money Bills can be introduced in the state legislature only with his prior recommendation (Art 199).
Ø
No demand for a grant can be made except on his recommendation.
Ø
He can make advances out of the contingency fund of the state to meet any unforeseen expenditure.
Ø
He constitute a finance Commission after every five years to review the financial condition of the
Panchayat.
Ø
He looks over the state budget being laid in the state legislature (Art 202).

D)

Judicial Power
Ø
The Governor of a State shall have the power to grant pardons, reprieves, respites or remissions of
punishment or to suspend, remit or commute the sentence of any person convicted of any offence against
any law relating to a matter to which the executive power of the State extends(Art 161).
Ø
He is consulted by the president while appointing the judges of the concerned high court.
Ø
He makes appointments, posting and promotion of the district judges in Consultation with high Court.

E)

Discretionary Power
The Governor has constitutional discretion in the following cases:Ø
Reservation of a bill for consideration of the president (Art 201).
Ø
Recommendation of the imposition of president rule in state.
Ø
Seeking information from Chief Minister.
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Situational Discretion :Ø
Appointment of CM when no party has a clear-cut majority.
Ø
Dismissal of council of ministers when it cannot prove confidence of the state legislative assembly.
Role of Governor in Bihar :-\
Ø
Abuse of power by centre
There are numerous examples of the Governor's position being abused, usually at the behest of the ruling party
at the centre.
Eg. Instances of abuse of Governor Power during Lalu Prasad (CM) by NDA government at centre and
similarly by UPA government during Nitish Kumar tenure.
Ø
Misuse of constitutional powers
Art 356 :- More than 8 times president rule had been imposed in Bihar in last 70 year after independence.
Art 213 :- Power of Governor to promulgate Ordinances during recess of Legislature. This power has been
misused all across country but particularly in Bihar there has been more instances of misuse. Supreme Court
strongly condemned the misuse of ordinance making power as a Constitutional Fraud in D.C. Wadhawa Vstate
of Bihar 1987 case.
Ø
Governor is the Chancellor of universities in the state and he appoints vice-chancellors in various universities
of state.
Ø
Governor's discretionary powers to invite the leader of the largest party/alliance, post-election, to form
the government has often been misused as favour a particular political party.
Way Forward :Ø
S.R. Bommai Case
SC underlined that floor of the assembly is the only forum that should test the majority of the government can
be initiated.
Ø
Implementation of recommendation of Sarkaria Commission (There should be Fixed tenure of Governor).
Ø
Implementation of recommendation of Punchhi Commission i.e. remove phrase 'during the pleasure of the
president' from the Constitution to do away abrupt removal of governors.
Ø
Ordinance making power ( Art 213) should be used sparingly.
Conclusion:The role of the Governor is indispensable for the successful working of the constitutional democracy.
However, there is a strong need for reforms to ensure free & fair working of democracy which can be possible only
with concerted efforts by all stakeholders.
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Q. What is the new definition of micro, small & medium enterprises? What are the benefits of change in
definition? Discuss significance & challenges of MSME sectors.
The cabinet committee on economic affairs has approved the revised definition of micro, small and medium
enterprises (MSMEs). The MSMEs have been redefined on the basis of investment limit and turnover size. After 14
years since the MSME development Act came into existence in 2006, a revision in MSME definition was
th
announced on the inception ofAtmanirbhar Bharat package on 13 MAY 2020.
New Definition :
(a)

Micro units –Rs 1 crore of investment and Rs. 5 crore of turnover

(b)

Small units – Rs 10 crore of investment and Rs. 50 crore of turnover

(c)

Medium units– Rs 20 crore of investment and Rs. 100 crore of turnover

Benefits of change in Definition of MSME :–
Ø

Replace Outdated Definition :Previous definition of MSME was freezed in 2006, therefore it has become impractical and redundant.
Therefore revision in definition was imperative.

Ø

Meet Long Standing Demand of Industry :Many sectors of MSMEs such as pharmaceuticals, Auto-Component, Food Processing have been demanding
change in definition for long.

Ø

Reduces Costs :The turnover cost criteria is transparent, as authorities can cross check the turnover through platforms such as
GST Network.Therefore it is beneficial for MSME as well as government to frame policy and facilitate them.

Ø

Aligning with New Tax Regime :The Change makes the norms of classification growth-oriented and aligns classification norms to new tax
regime revolving around GST.

Ø

Enhance Ease of doing Business :As it has done away tedious formalities thus making entry easy.

Ø

Level the field for new & old enterprises :As the comparison is not between historical investment but between current turnovers, so it has created level
playing field.

Ø

Improves InformationAccess :A turnover based definition, coupled with incentives for filing GST, will encourage MSME to file taxes &
transact through banks. Resulting in improved information availability on the sector for policy makers.

Significance of MSMEs Sector :Ø

Employment :- It is the second largest employment generating sector after agriculture. It provides
employment to around 120 million persons in India.

Ø

Significant Contribution :- MSMEs Account for 8% of India's GDP and it covers 45% of India's total
manufacturing output.

Ø

Export :- MSMEs share 40% of India's export and government is focusing on increasing its share in export of
country.

Ø

Key to Inclusive Growth :- By providing employment opportunities in the rural areas especially to people
belonging to weaker section of the society and the same time addressing regional imbalance and unequal
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distribution of national income and wealth. MSMES are key Component in AatmNirbhar Bhart, make in
India, Digital India and Startup India.
Ø

Promote Innovation :- As it provides opportunity for budding entrepreneurs to build creative products
boosting business competition & fuels growth of a nation.

Issues & Challenges faced by MSMEs
Ø

Small size, lack of infrastructure and outdated technology
This has resulted into no economics of scale, thus attracted high cost of operations, transport and raw material.
Hence lose out on price competition with MNCs and in the international markets.

Ø

Lack ofAdequate Capital & Credit
90% of the MSMEs are dependent on informal sources for funding and formal banking sector are sceptic of
granting loan to new MSMEs.

Ø

Access to Markets
MSMEs are struggling for their outreach & non availability of new markets make it difficult for them to
survive for long.

Ø

Skill and Capacity Development
Most of the MSMEs are having Small scale of operations, low profit margin and temporary workers, hence
there is little incentive for MSME to invest in skills training their workers.

Ø

Inadequate Social Security Net
Approx 94% of MSME is in unorganized sectors, where there is lack of social security which makes workers of
these sectors prone to exploitation.

Ø

Lack ofAwareness
MSMEs lacks adequate information about various schemes and benefits made available by government and
similarly government has inadequate data about MSME to make apt policy.
To achieve growth Economic Survey 2018-19 talked about Incentivizing dwarf MSME to Grow Into Large
Firms and at the same time survey aims to reduce the number of dwarf firms, which are defined as small firms
of 100 or less workers that never grow beyond their small size.

Conclusion:Indian MSME sector is the backbone of the national economic structure and acts as a bulwark for Indian economy,
providing resilience to ward off Global Shocks and adversities like 2008 slowdown or pandemic like covid 19. We
need to strengthen our MSME sector.
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Q.

Recently new education policy 2020 has been introduced. What are the major highlights of New
Education Policy? What are its Pros & Cons and how it will help Bihar?

Answer: INTRODUCTIONNew education policy or NEP is a comprehensive framework to guide the development of education in the country.
The latest policy is India's third. It replaces the 1986 NEP, which was in place for 34 years. The new policy aims to
pave way for transformational reforms in the school and higher education system in the country. New education
policy was framed based on the recommendation of Dr. K. Kasturirangan committee.
Present condition of Indian Education system:
a)

Literacy rate: 74%

b)

Gross enrollment ratio:
Primary – 99%
Secondary – 80%
Higher – 26%

c)

Expenditure on Education:
4.6% of GDP

d)

Only 3 Indian Institution in the top 200 of QS world Rankings

e)

Only 47% of those coming out of higher education Institutions are employable
Keeping these present condition of education system in mind, new education policy was passed.

Major highlights of New Education Policy
A)

School Education
Ø
New policy aims for universalization of education from pre – school to secondary level with 100% Gross
enrolment Ratio ( GER ) in school education by 2030.
Ø
New school curriculum with coding & vocational studies from class 6 will be introduced.
Ø
A National mission on foundational literacy & numeracy will ensure basic skills at the class 3
level by 2025.
Ø
Assessment reforms with 360 degree holistic progress card, tracking student progress for achieving
learning outcomes.

B)

Higher Education
Ø
Four year undergraduate degrees with multiple entry and exit options will be introduced.
Ø
New umbrella regulator for all higher education except medical, legal courses
Ø
The new policy seeks to expand access to higher education for 50% of high school students by 2035. At
least 3.5 crore new seats will be added to higher education institutions.
Ø
Academic Bank of credits to be established to facilitate transfer of credits. The academic bank of credit
will digitally store the academic credits earned from various Higher Education Institutions so that degrees
can be awarded, taking into account the credits earned by the students.
Ø
Affiliation of colleges is to be phased out in 15 years and a stage wise mechanism is to be established for
granting graded autonomy to Colleges.
Ø
MPhil courses to be discontinued under the new policy.
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Teacher Education
Ø
By 2030 the minimum degree qualification for teaching will be a four year integrated B.Ed.
Ø
Teacher will also be given training in online educational methods.

D)

Traditional Knowledge
Indian knowledge system including tribal & indigenous knowledge will be incorporated into the curriculum in
a accurate and scientific manner.

E)

Special focus
Ø
Special Educational Zones' in the regions such as aspirational districts which have large number of
students facing economic, social or caste barriers.
Ø
Gender inclusion Fund' will be set up by centre to provide equality education to all.

F)

New Curricular & Pedagogical structure
Ø
The current system to be replaced by a new 5+3+3+4 curricular structure corresponding to ages 3-8, 8-11,
11-14, and 14-18 years respectively.
Ø
This will bring the hitherto uncovered age group of 3-6 years under school curriculum.
a)

3 - 8 years – Foundational stage –
3 year – pre-primary school + Grade 1, 2

b)

8 – 11 years – Preparatory stage
Grade 3, 4, 5

c)

11 – 14 years– Upper primary/middle stage
Grade 6, 7, 8

d)

14 – 18 years – High stage/secondary -Grade 9, 10, 11, 12
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Pros of New Education Policy
Ø
Public spending on education by states, centre to be raised by 6% of GDP.
Ø
NEP 2020 will bring 2 crore out of school children back into the main stream through open leasing
system.
Ø
NEP 2020 will promote our Indian culture & hence unity in diversity will be promoted.
Ø
Vocational learning will help students to be job – ready and more skill – oriented from their early ages.
Ø
Multiple exits options will provide enough flexibility to students to learn and work together (in line
with Gandhiji's concept of education and livelihood)
Ø
Freedom to choose any subject from any academic streams as per interest.
Ø
It will bring gender – equality & regional equality.
However there are few cons of new education policyØ
Regional & local languages will be promoted but somehow English will take a back seat.
Ø
Imposing so many regional or local languages in different states will be difficult to assess whether they
all are on the same platform.
Ø
Education is a concurrent list subject therefore state governments would have to be brought on board
for actual implementation of the policy.
Present condition of Bihar's Education
a)

Total literacy rate: - 61.80%
Male: - 71.20%
Female: - 51.50%

b)

As per Economic survey of Bihar 2015-16 not more than 38% students enrolled in class 1 complete
their secondary education (class 10).

c)

Teacher to pupil ratio (2015-16)
Primary 1:36 (world standard 1:30)
Upper primary 1:24

d)

Students classroom ratio at entry level (2015-16) 51

Bihar's Education Indicator in comparison to national level
Indicators

Bihar

India

Literacy Rate (2011)

61.8%

74.0%

Pupil Teacher Ratio at Primary

36

23

Pupil Teacher Ratio at Upper Primary

24

17

Student Classroom Ratio at Elementary Level

51

27

Bihar has Lowest per – student expenditure on elementary education. Though indicators of Bihar education are
not encouraging but they are showing Improvement in the recent time and new education policy will
provideimpetus to these improvement further.
Ø
Multiple Exit & Entry
AS Bihar is one of the poorest state of country having lowest per Capita income, flexibility with multiple
exit scheme of new education policy will help Bihari youths to complete their education.
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Ø
Increase in Expenditure (6% of GDP) will help Bihar to do away its infrastructure & human resource
constraints.
Ø
Vocational training
Will prepare Youth job-ready for future employment.
Ø
Encashing demographic dividend
If proper training is not given then demographic dividend may turn into demographic burden. New
education policy will help Bihar (whose median age in 20 years) to encash its demographic dividend.
Ø
Quality of Education
Bihar is facing challenges of migration of student community and brain drain at large. New Curricular &
pedagogical structure will help Bihar to improve quality of its education and will hold back its brightest
mind to the state.
Ø
Increase in Gross Enrollment ratio at primary secondary & higher education which is low compare to
national average.
Conclusion:There are always a few merits and demerits in all the system. Only thing is that we need to constantly improve
the system. The new National Education Policy (NEP) 2020 is a revolutionary policy. It aims to make the
education system holistic, flexible, multidisciplinary, aligned with the needs of the 21st century. The intent of
policy seems to be ideal in many ways, but it is the implementation where the key to success lies.
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Q.

Explain the power & working of the Election Commission of India & its role in free & fair election.

Ans. Art 324 of constitution provides election commission of India with power of superintendence direction &
control of election to Parliament, State Legislatures office of President of India & the office of Vice-President.
Power & functions of electron commission of India can be classified into three categories :Power & function

Administrative

Advisory

Qusi–Judical

A.

Administrative power :

1.

To determine the territorial areas of the electoral constituencies throughout the country on the basis of
“Delimitation CommissionAct ” of Parliament.

2.

To prepare & periodically revise electoral rolls to register all eligible voters.

3.

To notify the dates & schedules of election & to scrutinize nomination papers.

4.

To prepare roster for publicity of policies of the political parties on Radio and TV.

B.

Advisory Power & Function :-

1.

To advise the president on matters relating to disqualification of the members of parliament.

2.

To advise the Governor on matters relating to disqualifications of the members state legislature.

3.

To advise the President whether election can be held in a state under President rule in order to extend the
period of emergency after one year.

C.

Quasi – Judicial Power:–

1.

To determine the code of conduct to be observed by the parties & the candidates at the time of elections.

2.

To act as a court for setting disputes related to granting of recognition to political parties & allotment of
election symbols to them.

3.

To cancel polls in the event of rigging, booth capturing, violence & other irregularities.
Concept of free & fair election mainly related to political liberty, equality & level playing field.

Obstacle in free & fair elections :1.

Electoral malpractices like voter bribery & manipulation through media.

2.

Misappropriation of public funds

3.

Criminalisation of Politics & Corruption

4.

Horse Trading, Money & Muscle Power

Role of Election Commission in free & fair election :1.

Election Commission can ensure free & fair election by enforcing & maintaining a model code of conduct.
Recently election commission of India launched C-Vigil App for citizen to report model code of conduct
and expenditure violation during election.

2.

Uphold the value enshrined in the constitution Viz. equality, equity, impartiality and independence.
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3.

Ensure participation of all eligible citizen in the electoral process in an inclusive voter centric & Voter
Friendly environment. (Art 325 – No person to be ineligible for inclusion in electoral roll on grounds of
religion race, caste on sex).

4.

During the times of election it can order the government to follow some guidelines towards making
election free & fair.

5.

Use of technology to make election free & fair. Eg. Use of VVPAT is intended as an independent
verification system for voting machine designed to allow voters to verify that their vote was cast
correctly.

6.

Make revision of rolls transparent & fair.

7.

Taking efforts for voter education, spreading voter awareness & promoting voter literacy.

Eg. Systematic voters education & electoral participation (SVEEP) is flagship program of ECI for voter
education.
Way Forward :1.

Amendment to Representation of the PeopleAct to give more power to Election Commission.

2.

Law commission recommendation on Anti Defection (Disqualification by President or Governor on
Advice of election commission).

3.

2nd ARC recommendation on appointment of chief election commissioner & its member by collegium
headed by Prime Minister.

4.

Implementation of Vohra Committee & Dinesh Goswami Committee recommendations on electoral
reform in letter and spirit.

5.

Cleanse the system of political funding in the country.

Conclusion:The Election Commission of India has emerged as the vital institution that safeguards India's electoral
democracy, which is cornerstone of Indian history. Need of the hour is to the make participation of all
stakeholders i.e. executive, legislative, executive, civil society and citizen to make election free & fair
further.
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Q.

Discuss the salient features of MauryanArt andArchitecture.

Ans. Art is form of expression of way of life whereas architecture refers to the design and construction of building.
Art andArchitecture flourished during Mauryan empire under state patronage & individual initiative.
Mauryan Art and Architecture.

(B) Popular Art

(A) Court Art

(a) Palace (b) Pillar (c) Stupas

A.

(i) Caves

(ii) Pottery

(iii) Scupture

Court Art :- Large number of architectural work for political as well as religious reasons were patronized by
Mauryan rulers. These works were referred as Court art. Some of them are follows(a)

Palaces:

Some of the magnificent structures of Mauryan times are the palaces. The palace of Chandragupta
Maurya was inspired from the Achaemenid palaces. The three-storied palace of Ashoka at Kumhrar is another
magnificent example which was visited by Fa Hien, was so impressed with its grandeur that he called it as God
gifted. Megasthenes (Ambassador in ChandraGupta Maurya Empire) describe place of Pataliputra as one of the
greatest creations of mankind. However Mauryans used wood as principle building material due to which the
remains of these building are in deteriorating condition.
(b)

Pillar :-

During Ashoka inscription on pillars assumed great significance. During his time large number of
pillars were constructed. Even though constructing pillars are very old, Mauryan pillars are different from the
pillars in the other parts of the world (like Achaemenian pillars) as they are rock cut pillars thus displaying the
carver's skills. Stone pillars were erected all over the Mauryan Empire. The uppermost elements of a pillar or
column is known a capital. The top portion of the pillar was carved with figures like a bull, lion, elephant, etc. All
the capital figures (usually animals) are vigorous and carved standing on a square or circular abacus. Abacuses
are decorated with stylized lotuses.
Eg.

Lauria Nandangarh Pillar in Champaran, Mauryan pillar capital found at Sarnath popularly known as
the Lion Capital is the finest example of Mauryan sculpture tradition.

Basic Structure of Askokan Pillar
Reg.(c)
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Stupas were burial mounds prevalent in India from Vedic period. During the period of Ashoka, the art of
Stupas reached its climax. Almost 84,00 stupas were erected during his period. These structures, which were used
to keep holy relics of Buddha, display remarkable sculptures and architectural designs. Stupa consisted of a
cylindrical drum and a circular anda with a harmika and chhatra on the top which remains consistent throughout
with minor variations and changes in shape and size. Core of the Stupa was made of unburnt brick whereas Outer
surface was made by using burnt bricks. Medhi & Toran were decorated by wooden sculptures

Eg.

Sanchi Stupa in Madhya Pradesh, Piprahwa in Uttar Pradesh.

B.

PopularArt:- These were made by individual efforts
I.

CaveArchitecture
The Mauryan artisans started the practice of hewing out caves from rocks for the monks to live in.There
were two types of cave architecture i.e., chaityas & viharas. Chaitya were generally used for
worship whereas Viharas were generally used as living quarter by the Jain & Buddhist monk. They
were marked by highly polished finish and decorated gateways. Later on, this inspired the development of
cave architecture in western and southern India.

Eg.

Barabar Caves – duringAshoka, Nagarjuni Cave – during Dasharatha(Grandson ofAshoka).

II.

Sculptures :The sculptures in Mauryan times were widely used for religious expression. Sculptures were used
primarily for the decoration of stupas in the torana and medhi and as form of religious
expression.Two famous sculpture of Mauryan Period were Yaksha & Yakshi. Also, terracotta figures
were made by the general public at large scale.

Eg.

Didarganj Yakshini (Patna), Lohanipur torso (Patna)

III.

Pottery :Black paint and lustrous finish were features of pottery in Mauryan times, they are generally referred as
Northern Black Polished Ware (NBPW) and Painted Grey Ware (PGW). It was Generally used as luxury
item.
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Criticism :·

John Marshall claimed that Mauryan Art & Architecture were borrowed from Iranian Art &
Architecture.

·

Palace of Pataliputra was considered as influenced byAchaemenid Palaces.

·

Mauryan Pillar were considered to be copied from Iranian Pillars

ConclusionThe art & architecture of Mauryan Period was progressive, liberal & secular in nature. The art &
architecture of the Mauryan Empire constitutes the culminating point of the progress of Indian Art and its
contributions were duly recognised by Indian government as the national emblem and the chakra in the national
flag are taken from Mauryan art forms.

qwrwqwr
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Bihar continues to experience natural disasters like floods and drought on
a regular basis. What role can science & technology play in disaster
forecasting and management?

Answer: Bihar is one of the most disaster prone states of the country. Floods,
drought, earthquakes, heat or cold waves, fire incidence are various forms
of disasters prevalent in the state. Among Natural disaster, flood is the
most common and regular annual phenomenon in Bihar resulting in
enormous loss of life and property. In addition to floods, droughts are
another constant danger.
Data regarding Bihar floods & droughts:
According to Bihar State Disaster Management Authority (BSDMA)


68800 Sq km out of a total area 94160 Sq km i.e. estimated 73% of total
area in Bihar is vulnerable to flood.



Bihar flooding annual damage accounts for about 30-40% of the flood
damage in India.



22.1% of the total flood affected Population in India is reported to be
located within the state of Bihar.



28 districts of Bihar fall under most flood prone and flood prone districts.



South & South West Bihar are more vulnerable and often experiences
severe drought situations.
1
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Reason for frequent occurrence of floods & droughts:a) Natural Reason


Geographical location
Bihar’s topography is marked by a number of perennial and nonperennial rivers, those originating from Nepal are known to carry high
sediment loads that are then deposited on the plains of Bihar. A majority of
the rainfall in this region is concentrated in the 3 months of monsoon
during which the flow of rivers increases up to 50 times causing floods in
Bihar. But districts like Gaya, Jehanabad, Nalanda, Rohtas, Aurangabad,
Patna, Begusarai, Sheikhpura, Saharsa and Banka –receive less rainfall than
state average which makes them prone to drought.
Climate Change



Association between El Nino and La Nina events and weak monsoons,
erratic rainfall pattern due to Climate Change has resulted into flood and
droughts at the same time in Bihar.


Changing Courses of River
River Kosi carries tonnes of silt with them. As silt causes the level of
riverbed to rise, the straight course of the river is disturbed. Therefore the
river searches for a lateral path (left or right), changing its course and
breaching embankments on the new path.

b) Man Made reason/Artificial


Deforestation
Destruction of forest for agriculture and human settlement resulted into
loosening of soil which in turn increased sediment of river which makes
river overflow easily.
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Population Pressure
As Bihar accounts for 2.86% area of India but having share of 8.6%
population of India’s total population. Population pressure driven over
exploitation of the surface and underground water resources and other
environmental degradation has resulted into contamination and
exhaustion of the water resources.



Water Mismanagement
As northern part of Bihar is having abundance of water but Southern part
suffers from severe drought. But there is no provision of management of
excess water. At the same time over exploitation of water for irrigation &
domestic purposes and cultivation of water intensive crops increases the
severity of droughts in the various part of Bihar.



Encroachment
Normally, during the summer months, water is available at a depth of 20
feet. While the state has plenty of water bodies – almost 2 lakh, they are
facing the threat of encroachment. According to official records, nearly
12,000 water bodies have been encroached by real estate and land barons,
reducing water retention levels in most parts.
However these disasters cannot be avoided completely but can be
mitigated and its adverse Impact can be limited.
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Science and technology can play important role in disaster forecasting and
disaster management
Preparedness

Disaster Management Responses
Mitigation

Phases

Recovery
a)

Preparedness
These are the activities prior to a disaster eg. warning system, mock drill,
training etc.
Role of Science & Technology



Big Data
As flood forecasting & drought forecasting now rely on Computer simulation,
machine learning with help of big data can help predict the location &
severity of droughts & flood accurately.



Remote sensing satellites and drones can provide accurate forecastingEg. The data from SCATSAT-1 (launched by PSLV-C35 on September 26, 2016)
was used for the detection of the flood situations over India.
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Use of Information and communication technology
Information and Communication Technologies (ICTs) are an important and
integral component of Multi-Hazard Early Warning Systems, that manage
and deliver alerting messages to those in affected areas.

b) Responses:
These are the activities during a disaster. Eg. Public warning system, search &
rescue operation.
Role of science & technology


Remote sensing satellites & drones
Provide quick assessment of damage and people affected so that disaster
response can be prioritized.



Robots & Drones
Can be very useful for search and rescue operations in difficult terrain.

c) Recovery:
These are activities following a disaster. Eg temporary housing, relief
Campus, medical care, & Counseling.
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Role of science & technology


Public Data like India’s digital ID system (Aadhar) can help deliver targeted
benefit to millions of small & marginal farmers affected by droughts or
floods.



Providing relief measures such as food packets, water, medicines through
drones.



d)

Use of technology to Create temporary accommodation.
Mitigation :
Mitigation refers to pre-emptive measures taken to reduce the negative
impacts of a crisis or disaster.
eg. Building codes, Hazard Zonation, vulnerability analyses

Conclusion:The multi-disaster prone state of Bihar requires a multidisciplinary
approach to deal with these disaster requiring participation of various
stakeholders and science and technology will play role of catalyst in disaster
risk reduction & disaster management of Bihar in upcoming years.
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Q. The following charts depict the distribution of overseas tourist from India to
various country and also age distribution of tourist from India during the
year 2017:

Tourists from India

Age Group of Tourists

Others
25%

China
15%

European
Union
20%
USA
22%

Percentage

30

UK
18%

25
20
15
10
5
0

......
......
......
......
......
......
......
......
......
......
......
......
......
......
......
......
Less
than
30

30–39

40–49

Age Group

50–59

More
than
60

a) If amongst the European Union, Switzerland accounts for 25% of tourist’s
traffic and it is known from official Swiss records that a total of 4 lakh
Indian tourist visited Switzerland during the year 2017. Then how many
total number of Indian tourists in the age group of 40-49 years went abroad
from India during the year 2017?
b) If the total number of tourists of the age group 30-49 is 2400000, what is
the number of tourists who are more than 60 year of age?
c) If total number of Indian tourists who went to China more than 40 years of
age was 360000 Constituted 30% of total tourists to China then how many
tourist of other age groups went to China?
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d) Assuming that the total number of tourists from India going abroad
increased by 20% in the year 2018, what will be the total number of tourist
in the age group less than 30 in the year 2018 ?
e) If per capital spending per day of tourists in UK is ₹ 6,000 and in USA in ₹
5,000 and it is known that 3200000 tourist visited these two countries,
what was the total spending of the tourists in these countries.

Solutions:(a)

According to question:
• No. of tourists to Switzerland = 25% of European Union
• 25% of tourists traffic to Switzerland = 4 Lakh Indian tourist
If 25% = 4 Lakh
then 100% = 400000 ÷ 25 × 100
100% = 1600000 tourists
• These are the total number no. of tourists to European Union in 2017
i.e. 160000

From Pie Chart
• European Union's tourists = 20%
If 20% = 1600000
Then 100% = 1600000 ÷ 20 × 100
= 80,00000
• Total number of Indian Tourists = 80,00000;
2
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• Number of Indian tourists in age group of 40-49 years in 2017 = 15%
(from bar graph)
• Total number of Indian tourists in the age group of 40-49 years in
2017
= 15% of 80,00000
= 15 × 80,00000 ÷ 100
= 12,00000
(B)

According to question
• Number of tourists in age group of 30-49 = 24,000000

AS per bar graph
• Number of tourists in age group of 30-49 years
= 15% + 15%
(30 - 39 yrs) + (40 – 49 yrs)
= 30%
• Number of tourists of age more than 60 years
= 23%
• If 30% = 2400000 (As per question)
Then 23% = 2400000 ÷ 30 × 23
= 1840000
• Number of tourists of age more than 60 years
= 1840000
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(C)
•

According to question
Indian tourists of age more than 40 years who went to china = 30% = 360000
If 30% = 360000
100% = 360000 ÷ 30 × 100
100% = 12,00000
Total number of Indian tourist to China
= 1200000

•

Number of tourists of other age (other than more than 40 years)
= Total tourists to China number of tourists of age more than 40 years
= 1200000 – 360000 = 8,40,000

(D)

According to question
• 20% increase in the total number of tourist from India in 2018.
• Total number of tourists from India in 2017 = 80,0000 ( From above
question ‘a’)
 New number of tourists after 20% increment
= 80,0000 + 80,0000 × 20 ÷ 100
or
= 80,0000 × 120%
= 96,00000
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 Number of tourists of less than 30 years age
= 25% (from bar graph)
Then total number of tourists of less than 30 years age
= 25% of total tourist
= 25% of 96,00000
= 24,00000
(E)

As per pie chart


No of tourist to UK = 18%



No of tourist to USA = 22%



Total no of tourists = 80,00000(As we have found in above question ‘a’)



Total no of tourist to UK
= 80,00000 × 18%
= 14,40000


Total number of tourist to USA
= 80,00000 × 22%
= 17,60000
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Per Capital Expenditure to UK = ₹ 6,000



Then total expenditure in UK
= Total tourists in UK × per Capital Expenditure
= 14,40000 × 6,000
= 8640000000₹



Per Capital Expenditure to USA = ₹ 5,000



Total tourist to USA = 17,60000



Then total expenditure in USA
= Total tourists in USA × per capital Expenditure
= 17,60000 × 5,000
= 880,0000000



Total Expenditure in USA & UK
= Expenditure in UK + Expenditure in USA
= 864,0000000 + 880,0000000
= 1,744,0000000₹
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What is fiscal deficit? What are impacts of fiscal deficit on the economy?
Also, discuss the ways to financing the fiscal deficit and Suggest measure
for fiscal consolidation.

Answer:

Fiscal deficit is the difference between the government’s total expenditure
and its total receipts (excluding borrowing). In other words fiscal deficit is
“reflective of the total borrowing requirement of government”.



In Budget 2021-22, government has presented revised estimation of fiscal
deficit



For the year 2020-21 as 9.5% of GDP, whereas estimation for year 2021-22
is 6.8% of GDP.
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However, government’s borrowing to finance deficit are used for various
purposes likeStimulus Spending


In situation like Covid-19 where economy is performing low, stimulus is
given by government to pull the economy out of its historic contraction.
Eg. Atma Nirbhar Bharat package



Expenditure on creation of public goods infrastructures like road, railway,
posts, Schools, Hospitals etc. In budget 2021-22 Rs. 20,000 crore was
allocated to set up and capitalize a Development Financial Institution (DFI)
– to act as a provider, enabler and catalyst for infrastructure financing.

 Expenditure on Welfare schemes
Substantial portion of government expenditure is

to finance various

welfare schemes like MANREGA, food subsidy, fertilizer subsidy, PM
Atmanirbhar Swasth Bharat Yojana, etc. Eg In 2019-20, the government
spent ₹1.09 trillion towards food subsidy.
 Defence Expenditure
Government spend large amount of money for modernizing our defence
forces and strengthening our defence forces by inducting advanced arms
and ammunition. Budget 2021-22 has estimated expenditure of 3.5 lakh
crore on defence.
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However in long term there are various negative impact of fiscal deficit on
Economy, such as Inflation
Government mainly borrows from Reserve Bank of India (RBI) to meet its
fiscal deficit. RBI prints new currency to meet the deficit requirements. It
increases the money supply in the economy and creates inflationary
pressure. Indiscriminate expenditure without earning leads to inflation and
sometimes it can take form of hyperinflation.
 Crowding out effect
Fiscal deficit “Crowds out” investment from private sector as Government
borrows most of the cash.
 Increase in Interest rate
As the governments borrow more to finance their fiscal deficits and
accumulate more debt, interest rates tend to go up.
 Vicious Cycle and debt trap
Borrowings not only involve repayment of principal amount, but also
require payment of interest. Interest payments increase the revenue
expenditure, which leads to revenue deficit. It creates a vicious circle of
fiscal deficit and revenue deficit, wherein government takes more loans to
repay the earlier loans. As a result, country is caught in a debt trap.
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घाटे का वToतपोषण
Borrowing
finance
Deficit
करने क
े िलए उधार

High
उ चInterest
याज
Rate
दर

More Borrowing to
Pay interest

 Twin deficit
Current Account deficit (CAD) and fiscal deficit make twin deficit, which is
more detrimental for economy and causes more inflation.
 Downgrading India’s Credit rating
Various rating agency like Moody’s, Fitch etc, may downgrade country’s
credit rating further. This will impact everything from systematic
investment plans (SIPs) to the value of the rupee with respect to the US
dollar.
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There are mainly two sources to finance fiscal deficit:(a)

Borrowing
i.

Internal Borrowing
▪ From Commercial Banks, Government Securities, T-Bill from RBI.

ii.

External Borrowing
▪ From IMF, World Bank, Foreign governments.

(b)

Deficit financing by monetization


Direct monetization of deficit refers to a scenario where a central bank
prints currency to the tune of accommodating massive deficit spending
by the government. But this measure is very inflationary in nature as
there is excess flow of money in the market so governments avoid to
resort this method of deficit financing.



Though revised fiscal deficit is very high for year 2020-21 but before this
pandemic government was is trying in the direction of fiscal
consolidation. Fiscal consolidation is the policy of making sure that
government keeps its receipt aligned with its expenditure and keeps
overall deficit in control. In the past the fiscal responsibility and budget
management Act, 2003 (FRBM Act, 2003) was passed to bring financial
discipline in expenditure of Central & state government.
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However targets of FRBM Act was revised by review Committee headed by
NK Singh. The Committee recommended that government should target
fiscal deficit of 3 percent of GDP in years up to March 31, 2020. But due to
unavoidable Circumstances of Covid-19 government has postponed the
target but various steps have been taken in the direction of fiscal
Consolidation.
 Better targeting of subsidies
Reduction in expenditure on major subsidies by avoid leakages, better
targeting by minimizing exclusion and inclusion errors. Lately various steps
like Direct Benefit Transfer, Neem Coated urea etc., have been taken.
 Increasing tax Base
At present there is only 9.9% tax to GDP ratio whereas average tax-to-GDP
ratio of OECD countries were 33.8% in 2019. But in recent times various
steps have been taken to improve tax to GDP ratio eg. GST, Direct tax code
amendment, Easy tax filing, Ending tax terrorism by improving tax
administration, schemes like vivad se Vishwas tak etc.
 Higher Economic growth
It will make government less dependent on borrowing for its expenditure
as high economic growth will increase tax revenue of government.
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 Universal Basic Income
The Economic Survey of India 2016-17 has advocated the concept of
Universal Basic Income (UBI) as an alternative to the various social welfare
schemes.
 ConclusionFor better economic management and long term economic growth other
factors and measures should be considered along with fiscal deficit. In
current scenario the most important thing is to bring back confidence of
consumers as well business. India needs to work on fiscal management.
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Discuss the causes and results of Revolt of Santhals (1855-56) in Bihar.

Answer:
The Santhal rebellion predates in 1855, two years before the Great Revolt
of 1857. It was a rebellion of Santhal people led by four Murmu Brothers named
Sidhu, Kanhu, Chand and Bhairav, in modern Jharkhand (then Bengal Presidency)
against the oppressive Zamindari system. Initially Revolt of Santhal was against
the practices of Zamindars and moneylenders but later turned into Anti – British.
Who were the Santhals?


They were the agricultural people settled in Rajmahal Hills of Bihar.
Britishers turned to them for the expansion of the revenue through
agriculture. Santhals agreed to clear forest to practice settled agriculture. In
1832 a large number of areas were demarcated as Damin-i-koh or santhal
pargana.



However gradually the exploitation started from the British side and to
such an extent, that it gave rise to Santhal rebellion.



Among the numerous tribal revolts the Santhal uprising was the most
massive. The Santhals who live in the area between Bhagalpur and
Rajmahal known as Damin-i-koh rose in revolt, made a determined attempt
to expel the outsiders – the dikus and proclaimed the ‘Swaraj’ first time in
the India history.
1
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Causes of Santhal Revolt:


Economic exploitation
The Zamindars, the police, the revenue court exercised a combined action
of extortion. The Santhals were obliged to pay all kinds of taxes and levies.
When they were unable to pay they were dispossessed of their property &
were abused.



New Forest policy
Brought by Britishers for using forest resources restricted the authority of
Santhals over the forest resources. Which created much disappointment
among Santhals.



Religious Causes
The charter act of 1813 allowed Christian missionaries to propagate
Christianity in India. Interference by Christian missionaries had threatened
the traditional beliefs and code of conduct of Santhals.



Oppression by Europeans
Forceful construction of Railroad between Bhagalpur & Vardhwan without
any pay and forceful abduction of Santhal women & even murder and some
unjust acts of oppression have generated dissent among Santhals.



Exorbitant Rate of Interest
Santhals usually took loan for sowing seeds and for other purposes from
local sahukars (known as diku). When they couldn’t repay the same, these
dikus not only ‘captured their land’ but also forced them to do ‘beggar’ and
also disgraced their lady folk.
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Socio-Political Cause
There was traditional Manjhi system and Parha Panchayat system of
Santhals, which involves group decision making. But British rules and
regulation affected these systems adversely which created discontent
among Santhals.



Immediate Cause


Brutality by police on local on the pretext of minor incident of theft in 1855
led to attack of police station by a mob of Santhals. Sidhu and Kanhu, the
principal rebel leaders, claimed to derive their authority from God.



On 30th June 1855 under leadership of Sidhu & Kanhu with a group of 6000
Santhals were gathered in Bhaginidih and and took up traditional armours
such as arrows and bows and vowed to establishment Swaraj. Sidho &
Kanhu promised new revenue policy and natural justice based on their
traditional system of justice.



But rebellion was crushed ruthlessly by British Army. Elephants were
supplied by the Nawab of Murshidabad and they were used to demolish
Santhals huts.



However, 15000–20000 Santhals were killed before the insurrection and
finally suppressed. Sidho was caught & killed in 1856.
Although revolt failed in their objectives but it made British government to
change their policy and enactment of few acts/laws.
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Administrative
The region between Bhagalpur and Rajmahal Hills in the Singhbhum district
were carved out and named as Santhal Pargana and declared as nonregulation district.



Santhal Parganas Tenancy Act


Passed in 1856 by British to appease Santhals by giving some sort of
protection to them from colonial exploitation.



Traditional Manjhi system of Santhal was restored back.



Regular police was abolished and local administration was vested in the
hands of locals and village headman.

Conclusion:However Santhals rebellion failed to achieve its complete goal but it
influenced the future tribal movements as well as national freedom
struggle. It prepared the ground for 1857 revolt. Karl Marx had rightly said
in his notes on Indian history that Santhal rebellion was a rebellion against
economic exploitation which will inspire and empower weaker sections a
lot in future.
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What do you understand by E-governance? Discuss the position of
E-governance implementation in Bihar.

Answer
₾ E-governance is the application of Information and Communication Technology
(ICT) in the government services to improve the efficiency to minimize
corruption, lower cost, bring accountability & transparency in governance.
₾ Though India has shown good improvement in E-governance but still India
ranks 100 in UN’s E-governance report 2020.
Interaction in e-governance
4 types of interaction



a)

G2C (Government to Citizen)
•

Where the citizens have a platform through which they can interact with the
government and get access to the variety of public services offered by the
Government. Eg. Bhoomi project.

b)

G2B (Government to Business)
•

The Government-to-business is the interchange of services between
Government and Business firms. Eg. MCA 21.

c)

G2G (Government to Government)
•

The Government-to-Government mentions the interaction between
different government departments, firms and agencies. This increases the
efficiency of government processes. Eg. Secretariat Local Area Network.
1
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d)

G2E (Government to Employees)
•

The Government-to-Employee is the internal part of G2G section. It aims to
bring employees together and improvise knowledge sharing.

Advantages of E-governance


Good governance
•

E-governance give impetus to component of good governance like
transparency, accountability, participation etc.



Transparency
•

Use of ICT makes governance open and transparent which in turn do
away menace of corruption.



Accountability
•



Transparency through E-governance makes it easy to fix answer ability.

Reduction in cost
•

As use of ICT in governance has done away many redundant expenditure
& cost of delivery of services has reduced drastically.

Increased access to information


E-Government improves the accessibility of government information to citizens
allowing it become an important resource in the making the decisions that affect
daily life and so it helps in empowerment of citizens.



Though Bihar is one of the most backward state in terms of per capita GDP but
it has performed well in the field of E-governance. It can be evident from below
instances:2
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Bihar Agriculture university (BAU), Sabour has been awarded ‘National
e-governance Awards’ 2020



Bihar has been Conferred with e-governance gold medal for its project called
‘Jankari’ call centre



Digital India award (2015)

Above Instances shows glory of Bihar in the field of E-governance and present
Position of E-governance implementation in Bihar is as follows.


E-District
This project aims at providing support to the basic administrative unit i.e.
“District Administration” by undertaking backend computerization to enable
electronic delivery of high volume citizen centric government services.



E-Office
The e-Office Mission Mode Project is one of the Mission Mode Project under
the National e-Governance Plan. The project aims to improve productivity,
quality, resource management, turnaround time and increase transparency by
replacing the old manual process with an electronic file system.



BAAF (Bihar Aadhar Authentication Framework)
Bihar Aadhar Authentication Framework (BAAF) is an umbrella framework
which enables all Aadhar based transaction in the state which will help service
providers authenticate identity of residents electronically, in a safe and quick
manner, making service delivery more effective and efficient.
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BSWAN (Bihar State Wide Area Network)
Bihar State Wide Area Network Phase II which shall be called BSWAN 2.0
project envisages operation & Maintenance of Point of Presences (PoPs) across
the state.The principal objective of the BSWAN 2.0 is to accelerate the growth
and use of Information Technology by creating an infrastructure that is used to
provide all connectivity and services not only to the Government but also to
citizens, over a period of time, rapid narrowing of the digital divide and
promoting all pervasive use of IT in all matters of the State.



Bihar Cloud
Department of Information Technology has set up a private cloud to provide
better application hosting services to various Departments of Government of
Bihar. It will help to optimize IT resources at the state data centre, which in turn
will also help in enhancing citizen’s experience in terms of using different G2C
online services.



SECLAN (Secretariat Local Area Network)
Sec LAN or Secretariat Local Area Network is a Local Area Network for all the
Government office in and around Secretariat (SecLAN). Sec LAN is providing
the information and communication technology to drive improved efficiency and
responsiveness in day to day administration of the Government.



Mobile service Delivery Gateway (MSDG)
Mobile Service Delivery Gateway (MSDG) that is the core infrastructure for
enabling the availability of public services through mobile devices. MSDG
provides different set of mobile based services to the backend departments and
citizen.
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FREE Wi-Fi CAMPUS SCHEME
To provide free internet Connectivity to the students, teaching & non-teaching
Staff of the Campus of government universities.



E-Procurement
e-Procurement is the process wherein the physical tendering activity is carried
out online using the Internet and associated technologies. e-Procurement System
enables the user to introduce ease and efficiency of operations without
compromising on the required procurement policies and procedures of the
organization.It is estimated that e-procurement will bring about saving worth
approximately 15-20% annually.





Various helpline Number
•

Child helpline Number-1098

•

Krishi (farmer call centre) -1551

•

Anti corruption helpline number-1064

Schemes like ‘Digital India’ and ‘Har ghar tak fiber’ will help Bihar to reduce
the digital divide and will give further push to e-governance in Bihar. In Bihar
governance is a major challenge, e-governance will play role of catalyst to
realize the dream of Bihar to become growth pole in India in coming years.
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What do you understand by Vaccine Nationalism? Discuss the
challenges and Concerns associated with it. Discuss how India’s vaccine
diplomacy is in the interest of global good as well as in the interest of
India.

Answer:When a country manages to secure doses of vaccine for its own Citizens or
residents and prioritizes its own domestic markets before they are made
available in other Countries is known as ‘Vaccine Nationalism’. This is done
through pre-purchase agreements between a government & a vaccine
manufacturer.
Past instances of Vaccine Nationalism


During 2009 H1N1 The pandemic, Australia the first Country to come up
with vaccine blocked exports.



USA, UK, EU, Japan have done pre-purchase agreements of tens of billions
of dollars on Covid-19 Vaccine.

Concern & challenges of Such Vaccine Nationalism


Crime against humanity
This “vaccine nationalism” is not only morally reprehensible and against
humanity, it is the wrong way to reduce transmission globally. If countries
with a large number of cases lag in obtaining the vaccine and other
medicines, the disease will continue to disrupt global supply chains and, as a
result, economies around the world.
1
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Harmful for equitable access to vaccine
As pre-purchase agreement & hoarding of Vaccine will deprives population
in the global south (third world country) from timely access.



Deepen the risk of pandemic
Such hoardings & pre-agreement may make vaccine unaffordable & in
accessible to billions of people of across the world which will increase risk
of pandemic further. Vaccine nationalism, therefore, is incredibly
shortsighted. The alternative is a global vaccine programme.

Way forward:


Global collaboration
Which is being done through WHO-Backed COVAX facility mechanism
which aims to procure at least two billion doses of Covid-19 Vaccines for
deployment & distribution mainly in the low and middle income Countries.
Further we must leverage our global governance bodies like WHO, the
Global Fund, CEPI and GAVI to aid in planning and strengthening health
systems to operationalize national vaccine campaigns.



Prioritize the Vaccination
A vaccine must be allocated on the basis of the best evidence of what will
stop transmission and protect the most vulnerable groups — no matter in
which nation they reside.



Advanced market commitment(AMC) model:
Donors make a commitment to subsidize the purchase of a yet-to-bedeveloped

vaccine

for

developing

countries,

providing

vaccine
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manufacturers with an incentive to invest in what’s needed to bring a
vaccine to the developing world market. Apart from above steps, India’s
Vaccine diplomacy is in the interest of global goods.
Vaccine Diplomacy


It is a global health diplomacy in which a nation uses the development or
delivery of vaccine to strengthen ties with other nations.

India’s recent Vaccine diplomacy:


Delivery of Vaccine to Bhutan & Maldives as a grant or gift.



Vaccine supply to neighboring countries like Bangladesh, Myanmar, Nepal.



Gift of Vaccines to low-income global south countries like Africa, Morocco,
Brazil etc.



India has also provided training to several neighbouring countries to enhance
and strengthen their clinical capabilities, under the Partnerships for
Accelerating Clinical Trials (PACT) programme. Separately, several training
courses have been organized for healthcare workers and administrators of
partner countries under the Indian Technical and Economic Cooperation
(ITEC) programme, sharing our experience in dealing with the pandemic.

Importance of India’s Vaccine Diplomacy for global good


Disrupting Vaccine nationalism
Where developed nation like USA, UK EU were securing Vaccines for their
citizens through Vaccine nationalism India come out as a ray of hope for low
income group countries and disrupted the vaccine Nationalism & made
available Vaccine to needy countries.
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Facilitating global Collaboration
India’s vaccine diplomacy could cater greatly to WHO-backed COVAX
facility mechanism which aims to procure at least 2 billion doses of Covid19 Vaccine.

Advantages for India:


Creating soft power
By making Vaccine available to low income global South Countries India
will earn the long-term good will which will increase its soft power in
Coming time.



Countering China’s effect
India’s has lost her ground in neighboring Countries to China’s aggressive
debt rap diplomacy.Vaccine diplomacy present a Chance for India to gain
her stature in neighboring Countries as well as

in African and Latin

American Countries.


Leverage over Western Countries
Where western Countries like USA, UK, EU are focusing exclusively on
their own problem.Whereas India is being appreciated for helping it
neighbors & developing Countries.



India:the Next Healthcare Super Power
India’s vaccine diplomacy will boost pharma manufacturing in India & will
help India to expand its destination market for pharma in coming future.
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Reviving the Economy
After jolt of Covid-19 Indian Economy is facing slowdown & on the path of
‘V-shaped’ recovery (Economic survey 2020-21) where Vaccine diplomacy
will pave the way for ‘V’ shaped recovery.



Making India global supply Centre
 Beyond India’s neighbors, South Korea, Qatar, Bahrain, Saudi Arabia,
Morocco, South Africa and recent entrant is Canada who have shown
interest to purchase Vaccine from India which is estimated to be 60% of the
global supply.
 Vaccines are the single most powerful health intervention developed by
modern medicine. Universal, equitable and affordable supply of Vaccine for
low and middle –income Countries are needed more than ever. India’s
vaccine diplomacy is in right direction and subsequent proactive diplomatic
steps could blunt the propaganda of anti-India forces in its neighborhood and
will generate long term good will & moral right among the population of
low income Countries for India.
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What is artificial intelligence? What are different areas in which AI can
be used effectively? Discuss the potential threat of AI.

Answer:Artificial intelligence is the branch of computer science concerned with
making computer behave like human. AI refers to the ability of machine to
perform cognitive tasks like thinking, perceiving, learning, problem
solving and decision making. NITI Aayog estimate that adopting AI means
a 15% boost for the Gross value added (GVA) for the economy by 2035.
At present Artificial Intelligence play important role in every sectors of
life. Application of AI are:

Health sector
In medical field we will find wide application of AI. It can be evident from
role of AI and tools in every aspect of response to Covid-19 Crisis – from
detecting and diagnosing the Virus to supporting the search for a vaccine
in record time to monitoring the recovery & improving early warning
tools.AI has bolstered efforts to combat any health crisis efficiently. AI is
being used as artificial surgery stimulators.



Education Sector
Artificial intelligence can be used through virtual reality & augmented
reality to create more immersive learning environment.The pandemic
caught everyone unprepared – especially teachers, Keeping students
engaged in difficult times when they have to work with is a screen.
Solution to this was artificial intelligence. Eg use of Rev zoom Live
Caption to accurately convert speech into text. AI can be used in SWAT
analysis of students very efficiently.
1
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Agricultural sector
AI can be used right from sowing, watering, harvesting to food processing.
AI can play critical role in precision farming, sustainable farming &
climate smart agriculture. Moreover, AI can help in increasing productivity
of agriculture by analyzing farms data, soil condition weather condition
etc. Eg. Soil Health Card.



Legal Sector
As per National judicial data grid there is pendency of 3.5 crores of cases
in Indian courts. AI can be used for faster resolution of pending cases by
prioritizing the cases. AI can be used in improving low conviction rate in
India.



Banking Sector
As Indian Banks & Banks across world had witnessed various big scam
like Nirav Modi Scam, Vijay Malya Scam. AI will help to track & detect
such fraud at early stage. AI will help to increase accessibility,
affordability & experience of users in the banking sector.



Smart cities :
AI in smart cities development can play a crucial role in urban planning,
development and management with advance security system, traffic
monitoring and disposal management to make the societies more secured
and livable with access and control of their home and other activities
making their living experience more enjoy and comfortable.
2
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Manufacturing sector
This sector is severely affected by Covid-19 pandemic. Support of AI can
revolutionize the whole manufacturing supply chain again. Eg 3D printing,
automation etc. AI technology has become more developed and advanced,
leading to lower costs and making the technology more accessible across
various industries. This shift has made a massive impact in the way that
products are manufactured and has led to more efficiency, less human
error, improve production reuse and greater output overall.



E-Commerce
AI technology provides a competitive edge to e-commerce businesses and
is becoming readily available to companies of any size or budget.AI is
enabling shoppers to discover associated products whether it is size, color,
shape, or even brand.



Cyber security
Lately there has been surge in cyber crime like cyber extortion, Identity
fraud theft & sale of personal data. Eg Ransom ware. AI can efficiently
analyze user behaviors, deduce a pattern, and identify all sorts of
abnormalities or irregularities in the network. With such data, it's much
easier to identify cyber vulnerabilities quickly.



Space sector
AI has been playing extra ordinary role in exploring inaccessible area of
space through AI based intelligent robots. Eg. ISRO’S chandrayan-2
mission, mars mission, NASA’s perseverance mission etc.
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Defence sector
AI based tools would aid the defense forces constructively in real time
response. AI is being used in surveillance, smart walls for border (Eg.
Smart walls at Mexico USA Border), production of missiles and other
arms & ammunition. AI can be used in every possible sector but at the
same time poses various threats:-

Ethical issue
AI may create inequality, artificial stupidity, AI bias, cultural insensitivity
i.e. not taking culture into account.


Too expensive
Creation of artificial intelligence requires huge costs as they are very
complex. It will widen inequality between developed & underdeveloped
country.



Unemployment
Major threat of AI is replacement of humans with machines which can lead
to large scale unemployment.



Misuse of AI
It always poses a threat to be used against particular Community or
religion.Eg. Alleged testing of A.I. by china to identify Uighur Muslim.



Lack of Emotional intelligence
As AI in machine learning which lacks emotion therefore it can be like scary
nightmares of dystopian future.
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Steps by Indian government in field of AI
•

National strategy for AI by NITI Aayog

•

Establishing Various Centre of excellence for AI eg at IIT Kharagpur

•

RAISE 2020 ( Responsible AI for social empowerment).



Despite its threats & challenges AI is the future therefore need of the hour is
to promote principles drawn by G20 Countries at 2019 summit such as
inclusiveness,Human Centricity, transparency ,robustness and accountability
to foster public trust and confidence in AI technologies and realize their full
potential.
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The following chart shows the production of cars in thousands for

Q.

different companies in India. Read the multiple bar diagram and
answer the question given below.

Production of cars of 2002-05 period from
the selected manufactures
25

2002-03
2003-04
2004-05

20

15

10

5
0
Honda

GM

Maruti

HM

Hyundai

a) Which Companies have been shown the highest & the lowest percentage
increase and decrease in the production over last year? Also give the actual
percentages.
b) What is the ratio of difference between production by Maruti and Honda during
2003-04 and 2004-05.
c) What are the ratio of total production of Cars during successive years?
d) In 2005-06, the production of Cars by maruti & Hindustan Motors was doubled,
while for all other Companies the production remains the same what in the
percentage increase in overall production.
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Solution:- - As per data from bar diagram:Production of cars in thousands:
Company
2002-03
2003-04
Honda
6
14
GM
12
18
Maruti
5
9
HM
16
9
Hyundai
8
14
Total
47
64
Table 1.0
a)

2004-05
21
18
15
12
7
73

Which Companies have been shown the highest & the lowest
percentage increase and decrease in the production over last year?
Also give the actual percentages.
Answer: - %change = Change/Original × 100;
From Above table 1.0 of production of Car
Percentage change over last year
Company

2003-04

Honda

Change/Original × 100
= 14–5/6(2002-03)
= 8/6×100 = 133.3%

GM
Maruti

HM

Hyundai

= 18–12/12 × 100
= 6/12 × 100 = 50%
= 9-5/5 ×
100
= 4/5 × 100 = 80%
= 9-16/16
× 100
= -7/16 × 100
= -43.75%(decrease)
= 14-8/8 × 100
= 6/8 × 100 = 75%

2004-05
= 21-14/14(2003-04)
× 100
= 7/14 × 100
= 50%
= 18–18/18 × 100
= 0%
= 15-9/9 × 100
= 6/9 × 100 = 66.6%
= 12-9/9 × 100
= 3/9 × 100 = 33.33%

= 7-14/14 × 100
= -7/14 × 100 = -50%

Table 2.0
2
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From Table 2.0
In Comparison to last year production:I.

Highest Percentage increase –
133.3% in Honda Company in 2003-04 over 2002-03

I.

Lowest percentage increase –
33.33% in GM Company in 2004-05 over 2003-04

I.

Highest percentage decrease –
50% decrease in Hyundai Company in 2004-05 over 2003-04

I.

Lowest decrease –
43.75% decrease in HM Company in 2003-04 over 2002-03

b)

What is the ratio of difference between production by Maruti and
Honda during 2003-04 and 2004-05.

Answer: - Using table 1.0
Ratio = Difference of Car production by Maruti during 2003-04 to 2004-05
Difference of Car production by Honda during 2003-04 to 2004-05
= 15 (2003-04) – 9 (2004-05)
21 (2003-04) – 14 (2004-05)
= 6,000/7,000 = 6/7 = 6 : 7
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c)

What are the ratio of total production of Cars during successive
years?

Answer: - Using table 1.0
Ratio = total production in 2002-03: total production in 2003-04: total production
in 2004-05
= 47 : 64 : 73
d)

In 2005-06, the production of Cars by Maruti & Hindustan Motors
was doubled, while for all other Companies the production remains
the same what in the percentage increase in overall production.

Answer: - Using data from Table 1.0
Company

2004-05

Honda
GM
Maruti
HM
Hyundai
Total

21
18
15
12
7
73

2005-06
(As per given in
question)
21
18
15 × 2 = 30
12 × 2 = 24
7
100

% increase in Overall production=
= Increase/Original production (2004-05) × 100
= 100 – 73/73 × 100
= 27/73 × 100
= 36.98 %
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Explain the role of Jai Prakash Narayan in Indian National Movement and
during the time of emergency.

Introduction
Jai Prakash Narayan is popularly referred to as Lok Nayak and was a freedom
fighter and social reform leader. Narayan returned to India in 1929 from the USA
when his nationalist conviction developed into strong Marxist beliefs. He joined
the Indian National Congress in 1929 and started viewing Mahatma Gandhi as his
mentor and admired the Gandhian principles.

BODYRole as a Freedom Fighter
Narayan’s political career started actively when he took part in the civil
disobedience movement under the influence of Gandhiji in 1930 against British
rule. He was imprisoned in Nasik Jail in 1932 where he met allies like Ram
Manohar Lohia, Minoo Masani, Achyut Patwardhan and others.
• After release he helped form the Congress Socialist Party within the Indian
National Congress (INC) with Acharya Narendra Dev as President and
himself as General Secretary.
1
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• When Gandhiji launched the Quit India Movement in 1942, Jai Prakash
Narayan along with some allies started an underground movement for
independence.
• During World War 2, he led violent opposition to British by embracing the
resistance techniques and non-violence as propounded by Gandhiji.
• Narayan also served as the chairman of the Anugrah Smarak Nidhi and
between 1947 and 1953 as the President of All India Railwaymen's
Federation.
• After independence, he led the Congress Socialist Party and merged it with a
Gandhian party and formed the People's Socialist Party.

Role in Bihar Movement and Total Revolution
The year 1974 saw a high rise in inflation and unemployment in the country. The
growing prices of essential commodities and petrol made life difficult for the
common man. Narayan was called to lead a peaceful agitation for the Nav Nirman
Andolan movement in Gujarat.
• Jai Prakash Narayan then went on to give a call for social justice and
reforms against corruption of government officials in the state of Bihar.
• He also demanded dissolution of the Bihar assembly to which the Bihar
government responded by trying to suppress the movement by brute force.

2
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• Narayan along with Satyendra Narain Sinha, Shyam Nandan Mishra,
Digvijay Narayan Singh and B.R. Chandwar were lathi charged by the
police forces.
• In 1974, Jai Prakash addressed a meeting in Gandhi Maidan, Patna where he
urged people to be ready for a total revolution against social and economic
injustices.
• He also helped synergize the youth and led the students' movement in Bihar
that later developed to a popular people's movement called Bihar Movement.
• Along with V. M. Tarkunde, Narayan founded two NGOs called Citizens for
Democracy in 1974 and People's Union for Civil Liberties in 1976.

The Time of Emergency (1975-1977)
Jawaharlal Nehru always viewed Narayan as the future Prime Minister seeing his
political stature. But following Mahatma Gandhi and Vinoba Bhave's teachings, he
resigned from active politics in 1954. Still due to the political impact he had,
people only turned to him in a time of emergency.
• After the Allahabad High Court found PM Indira Gandhi guilty of electoral
malpractice in 1975, Narayan called for the Prime Minister to resign.
• He also went on to ask the military and police personnel to disregard her
unconstitutional orders and called for Sampoorna Kranti for total social
transformation.
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• When National Emergency was proclaimed on 25 June, 1975, Narayan
recited Dinkar’s poem, Singhasan Khaali Karo Ke Janata Aati Hai to show
his disapproval.
• He was kept for long in Chandigarh as a detainee by the then government
and as a result Surur Hoda launched the free JP campaign in the UK for his
release.
• After the emergency was revoked in 21 March, 1977 and elections were
announced, the Janta Party was formed as an opposition party under
Narayan's guidance.
• Janata Party went on to become the first non-Congress party to form the
national government in 1977 general election and Morarji Desai became the
first non-Congress Prime Minister.
Conclusion


Jai Prakash Narayan always called for a party less democracy, power
decentralization and autonomy to villages. After his death, he was referred
to as conscience of the nation by the then Prime Minister Charan Singh.
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What is QUAD? How It has evolved? Analyze the significance and
Challenges related to QUAD.

Answer: The QUAD group is an informal strategic dialogue with four members
India, Japan, Australia & the USA. It is a group with shared vision for the free and
open Indo-Pacific and a region that is inclusive healthy anchored by democratic
values and unconstrained by Coercion.
Evolution of QUAD
• The Idea of the QUAD group is attributed to former Japanese PM Shinzo
Abe who mooted it in 2007. However, its origin can be traced back to the
2004 Tsunami when rescue and relief operation were conducted by India,
Japan, USA & Australia.
• But later Australia backed out from the QUAD due to pressure from the
China. It was in 2017 during the ASEAN summits all four former members
rejoined the negotiations to revive the quadrilateral alliance.
Significance of QUAD


Strengthening Act East Policy of India
▪ It gives New Delhi a powerful platform to advance its interests in East Asia,
coordinate strategies with powerful friends and add more strength to its
Act East initiative and help India to engage more actively with ASEAN
countries.
1
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Countering China
▪ China's aggressive policy in South China Sea and debt trap policy across the
world can be countered effectively with active participation of Quad
Countries.



Free & open Indo – Pacific
▪ As Quad group is striving for a positive vision of a region that is free, open,
inclusive, healthy, anchored by democratic values, rule based order and
unconstrained by coercion.



Counter terrorism
▪ As world is facing menace of terrorism all across world and India is one of
the biggest victim of state sponsored terrorism. QUAD is suitable platform
for India as well as for rest of the world to fight terrorism collectively.



strengthening democratic resilience
▪ Recently in Myanmar, where the military had removed the democratically
elected government of Aung Saan Suu Kyi. Member countries reaffirmed
their mutual support for the urgent need to restore the democratically
elected government in Burma, and the priority of strengthening democratic
resilience in the broader region.



Addressing Contemporary Challenges
▪ As world is facing challenges like Covid-19 pandemic, climate change,
terrorism etc., which could not be solved by any single nation even if, it is
super power. So to address these Challenges three working groups were
launched on first leader's summit of QUAD.
(a) The Quad Vaccine partnership: Where Quad countries will take shared
action necessary to expand share and effective Covid-19 vaccine
Manufacturing in 2021 and will Work together to strengthen and assist
2

BPSC 66 T H
MA IN S QUE ST ION

Countries in the Indo – Pacific and beyond with vaccination in Close coordination With existing relevant multilateral mechanisms including WHO &
COVAXIN.
(b) Quad Climate Working Group: Where QUAD Countries have identified the
climate challenge as a priority for the QUAD and the Indo – Pacific region.
This working group will focus on Cooperation both among member
Countries and with other Countries to strengthen implementation of the
Paris Agreement.
(c) The Quad Critical & Emerging technology group: Quad leaders recognize
that a free open inclusive and resilient Indo – Pacific requires that critical
and emerging technology is governed and operates according to shared
interest and values. Eg. Such proactive steps in the direction of critical
technology will help world to overcome China’s aggressive push for 5G.
Challenges of QUAD


Lack of Convergence of Interest
▪ As members countries are having different interest and there is lack of
convergences which poses major threat to success of QUAD.



No Clarity On Objectives
▪ There is lack of clarity about objectives of QUAD which makes it driverless
engine. Therefore, it is imperative to bring clarity in objective of grouping.



Maritime Dominated
▪ The entire focus on the Indo – Pacific made the QUAD a maritime, rather
than a land based grouping raising questions whether the Co-operation
extends to the Asia – Pacific and Eurasian region.
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Supremacy of India in the region



▪ While the quadrilateral grouping will bring developmental projects and will
bring power like USA, Japan, Australia in Indo-Pacific region which will
considerably erode India’s primacy in the region.
Way Forward
Quad Plus



▪ Quad group should expand itself by bringing likeminded countries like
Indonesia, South Korea, New Zealand etc., in the group.
Clearer Vision



▪ The QUAD members will have to Chart out a clearer vision in order to
achieve the full potential of QUAD.



QUAD should avoid becoming an Asian – NATO and should strive
proactively for their commitment to uphold a rule-based international
order, underpinned by respect for territorial integrity and sovereignty, rule
of law, transparency, and freedom of navigation in the international seas
and peaceful resolution of disputes.
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Discuss the development of western education in Bihar from 1813 to
1947.

Answer: Bihar was considered as a centre of power, learning and culture right from
the ancient India. Famous educational centre of Bihar were Nalanda University,
Vikramshila University, Odantpuri University. Which had attracted various
scholars and students from all across world. However, advent of British India
brought significant changes in Bihar education.
Condition of Bihar education in 17th & 18th century


Four types of Educational institutions existed in Bihar:
▪ Pathasalas and Maktabs for Elementary Education.
▪ The Sanskrit Chatushpadi and Madrasas for Higher Education.



W. Adams had mentioned that education system in state was highly developed
and widespread with at least one school in each village.



Initially, the British East India Company was not concerned with the
development of the education system because their prime motive was trading
and profit-making. Gradually Britishers wanted to change education system.

a)

To create a class ‘Indian in blood and colour but English in tastes, in
opinions & in intellect’.

b)

To prepare workforce ready for Britishers interest.
1
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Development of western Education in Bihar


Charter Act 1813
▪ The Act directed the company to Sanction one lakh rupees annually for
education. However, this sum was not made available immediately.
Focus of this charter was on promoting modern sciences in the Country.
▪ However, modern western education in Bihar was only started after that
the charter act of 1833 & famous ‘Macaulay’s minute’ in 1835.



‘Macaulay’s minute’ in 1835
▪ English was preferred as medium of instruction in schools. This minute
advocated for the downward filtration theory for education under which
focus should be on educating few persons from the upper and middle
classes who are expected to assume the task of educating the masses.
▪ Another Landmark development in the history of education of Bihar &
India was introduction of Wood’s dispatch in 1854.



Wood’s dispatch
▪ It repudiated downward filtration theory and asked the government of
India to assume responsibility for education of the masses. It
systematized the hierarchy from vernacular schools in villages at bottom
followed by Anglo-vernacular High schools and an affiliated college at
the district level and universities in presidency towns. It laid stress on
female education & vocational training.
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▪ Hunter commission was appointed to review the progress of education
since the dispatch of 1854. Recommendation of this commission was
primarily confined to primary and secondary level. Above acts and
commission recommendation pave the path for the development of
western education in India in general and in Bihar in particular.
Development of school Education


After Macaulay minute, Educational school was established in Purnea
& Patna in 1835 which laid the foundation of western education in
Bihar.



Later other schools were opened in Bihar Sharif, Bhagalpur, Ara,
Chhapra etc.



Afterwards girl’s school was opened in Patna in 1847.

Higher Education


After wood’s dispatch there was significant development in Bihar’s
higher education.



University of Calcutta was established to impart higher education in
the presidency.



Patna College was set up on 9th Jan 1863 which was affiliated to
Calcutta University.



Patna University was established in 1917.

On the recommendation of Saddler university commission, focus was shifted to
improvement of University education.
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Development of Technical Education


Lord Curzon established an agriculture College at Pusa, Bihar in 1902.
It was the first fully functional Agricultural University in Bihar as well
as in India.



Patna Science College was established in 1928, which was exclusively
for science courses.



First medical college was established in Patna in 1925. It laid the
foundation of medical education in the state.



Bihar veterinary college was set up in Patna in 1927.



Indian school of mines was started in Dhanbad in 1926.



Patna Engineering College was opened in 1924.

Women Education


First Girl’s School was opened in 1847 in Patna.



Followed by other two Girls school at Patna in 1867 to impart
education to girls.



Patna Women College was set up in 1940.



Committee set up by Bihar & Orissa government in 1914 to enquire
about the women’s education.
4

BPSC 66 T H
MA IN S QUE ST ION

Educational development due to Indians effort


With aim to provide western education along with Vedic philosophy
in English medium Various Dayanand Anglo Vedic (DAV) School were
set up across the state.



Brahmo Samaj established Ram Manohar seminary.

Religious Education


Bihar Scientific society was established in Muzaffarpur by Imdad Ali
khan in 1872.



Mohammed Anglo Arabic School was establishment by in 1886 in
Patna.



Muslim education in Bihar got inspired by Aligarh movement of Sir
Sayyid Khan.



However, development of western education in India in specific and Bihar
in particular brought scientific study at the center, but its major drawbacks
were rote learning whose legacy can be felt even today after 70 years of
independence. Therefore, New Education policy 2020 was brought with the
vision of India centric education system aimed to transform our nation & do
away the legacy of British western education.
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With ever-rising demand of Petrol & Diesel, India is facing frequent rise in
price of Petrol & Diesel. Analyze the reason behind the frequent rise in
price. Also, discuss about the role of Science & Technology to overcome
such frequent rise.

Answer: Recently the retail price of regular petrol hit a three-figure mark for the
first time across the country which has created uproar.
Reason for frequent rise in Price of petrol and diesel


Cost of Crude Oil
Since India imports 84% of its domestic demands for crude oil. Therefore
crude prices have a direct bearing on domestic fuel prices.



Demand – supply
In a country with the third largest road network in the world the total
number of vehicles on road in fiscal year 2017 stood at 253 million. Which
has resulted into high demand for petrol & diesel. High demand, short
supply or low output of fuel often leads to a rise in its price.



Rupee-Dollar Exchange rate
Indian oil companies buy oil in dollars but their expenses are in Rupees.
Therefore, exchange rate have a major impact on the price of petrol and
diesel.



Higher Central and state Taxes
Often levying higher tax on petrol & diesel is preferred by State & Central
government to increase their revenue collection in time of crisis situation.
1
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Excise duty and VAT Constitute 63 percent of the price of petrol & 60
percent for diesel. Therefore, higher duty & taxes leads to rise in price.


Cartelisation by Oil Producing Countries
As a cartel, OPEC member Countries and other oil producing Countries
collectively agrees on how much oil to produce, which directly impacts the
ready supply of crude oil in the market which in turn result into hike of
price time and again.



Dynamic Pricing system
Under which there is change in fuel price everyday as per global oil market.
Unlike administered price mechanism where prices were revised every
fortnight. Therefore, frequent hike in price of petrol and diesel can be
witnessed.



Narrow Import Basket
India imports 84% of its oil needs and 2/3rd of its import come from the
Middle East region with Iraq and Saudi Arabia being top suppliers.
Therefore unrest or rivalry in the region have direct impact on price of
petrol & diesel in India.



High Logistic cost
Petrol & Diesel transported to over longer distances to cities or regions
farther from oil companies storage area. Therefore, higher transportation &
storage cost increase the price of petrol & diesel.
This frequent price hike has cascading effect on overall economy & on
common people. Science & technology can play important role to find longterm solution to spike in price petrol & diesel.
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Alternative source
Science & technology can play important role in finding alternative source
of energy & will bring down dependency of India on Imported Crude Oil. eg.
USA Shale revolution, which transformed the US from a major importer of
oil & gas to a significant exporter. India has similar potential which can be
harnessed by using science & technology. The US Energy Information
Administration estimates that India has 63 trillion cubic feet (ft.) of shale
gas resources and 70 trillion cubic ft. of coal-bed methane, and could
produce more than 20 million cubic meters a day of natural gas in 2025 by
tapping these resources.



Renewable Source Of Energy
To bring down India's dependency on imported oil, renewable source of
energy can be explored & can be made more efficient by using modern
technology eg. vehicles running on solar energy, natural gas etc,.



Electrical Vehicle
Electric Vehicles could be a better alternative to fuel-Based automobile to
mitigate spike in price of petrol & diesel. Though India's has aimed to
achieve 100 percent electric -vehicle nation by 2030 under its 2030 Electric
Vehicle policy. But expensive purchase rate, unavailability of charging
station, storage Batteries are major obstacles. Advancement in energy
storage technologies will reshape the global transportation sector in the
coming decade which will in turn decrease India's dependency on Imported
crude oil.



Energy Efficiency through Scientific development
Energy efficiency measures create long-lived reduction in Petrol-diesel use.
Therefore science & technology can play crucial role in reducing petroldiesel consumption which will result into decrease into demand. Eg. to
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enhance vehicle fuel efficiency gains, the auto fuel quality should be
upgraded to BS VI norms.


Smart Management Of Supply Chain
As logistic cost has major share in price of petrol-diesel. With help of smart
technology supply chain can be made more efficient which help to reduce
spike in price of petrol & diesel.



Ethanol-Blended Petrol & Bio diesel blending
Technology can be used efficiently to achieve the 20% ethanol-blending
with petrol 5% blending of Bio diesel in diesel well before target of 2025.
This will cut dependence of India on costly oil import.



Investment on R&D
Unconventional oil and gas exploration, for example, will need investment
in high resolution imaging, geo-mechanical studies, lean drilling and
fracking which will help India to become Atmanirbhar in its energy
generation in near future.
India needs to build its capacity in research of efficient alternative by using
science & technology. At the same time India needs to diversify its import
basket i.e importing from other countries like Brazil, Venezuela, Russia, etc.,
and needs to bring fuel prices under GST after through discussion in GST
Council to give relief to common people in long run.
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Recently India began its eighth term officially as non-permanent member
of United Nations Security Council (UNSC) for the period 2021-22. What
are the opportunities and challenges in front of India?

Answer: India was elected as a non-permanent member of the powerful United
Nations Security Council (UNSC) with 184 votes in 193-member general
assembly. This the 8th time when India has been elected as a nonpermanent of the UNSC.
Overwhelming support shown by the global community for India's
membership of the UNSC have presented various opportunities as well as
challenges in front of India.
Opportunities in front of India






Reforming the multilateral system
Widespread concern at the inadequacy of the existing multilateral
institutions to deliver result and at the same time inadequate & skewed
representation of third world countries. It presents opportunity for India to
press for reforming UNSC to handle post-Covid-19 era & contemporary
challenges more effectively.
Engaging with Global South
Since 'Non Alignment Movement' era India is representing voice of 3rd
world countries. Non-permanent membership provides an opportunity to
India to revitalize its engagement with its traditional partners in the "Global
South" (like Small Island Countries, Africa) by articulating their peace &
security concerns in the UNSC.
Fight against terrorism
India should use its tenure to force a search for solution especially on
reining in terror finance infrastructure, cyber threat, use & misuse of
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information & communication technology by state & non state actor. India
should push for India-led Comprehensive Convention on International
Terrorism (CCIT).
Strengthening International Collaboration
Non-permanent membership provides opportunity for India to deepen its
collaboration with European partners like France, Britain, and Germany as
well as with Russia on all International issues.
Bid for permanent seat
India's inclusion into UNSC as permanent member has been blocked by
China time & again. Vaccine diplomacy and non-permanent membership
will strengthen India's bid for permanent seat. India should continue its
partnership with G4 (Brazil, Germany and Japan) countries to expand UNSC
and become a permanent member.
Countering China
There has been aggressive policy of China at Galwan Valley, Nakula pass,
bullying in South China Sea. India's presence in the UNSC would be useful
in building consensus against China's ill motives.
Promoting technology with Human touch
Tenure of India as non-permanent member has given opportunity to India
to encourage partnerships to harness the benefits of technological
innovation to reduce human suffering, Enhance ease of living, build
resilient communities.
The Security Council is one of the most important multilateral decisionmaking bodies where the contours of global geopolitics are often draw.
Therefore non-permanent membership also poses many challenges to
India: Post Covid Global Order
Global economy is in shambles with various countries facing recession and
health emergencies. Vaccine nationalism is sweeping across the world
which challenges the prospectus of global co-operation. This requires
careful strategy to move world out of this burdening Challenge.
2

BPSC 66 T H
MA IN S QUE ST ION

Lack of Consensus
Misuse of Veto power by permanent member of UNSC on emerging issues
like peace & security poses major challenge in direction of consensus
building. Eg., India is facing deadlock on its initiative of CCIT since 1996.
 Chinese Aggression
Brazen support of Pakistan by China at multilateral fora are undermining
Indian interests. This Chinese aggression would be the biggest challenge for
India as non-permanent member.
 Changing Geopolitics
Increasing tension between USA-China, USA-Iran, USA-Russia, increasing
Co-operation between Quad countries has changed geopolitics. Therefore,
It would be challenging situation for India as non-permanent member to
take sides.
Way Forward


• India should adopt value-based positions that are not transactional &
should become the voice of the weaker nations.
• Serious leadership by India as non-permanent member of UNSC, Vaccine
Maitri Initiative & proactive co-operation at QUAD will boost India chance
for permanent seat in UNSC.
At a time when multilateralism and global governance is facing serious
challenges in the post Covid-19 era, India should pursue leadership role
through a Five-S approach i.e. Samman (Respect), Samvad (Dialogue)
Sahyog (Co-operation), Shanti (Peace) and Samriddhi (prosperity) to
achieve its objective of N.O.R.M.S: a New Orientation for a Reformed
Multilateral System.
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Write Short note on Gandhi’s Swaraj, Satyagraha, Sarvodaya, and
Democracy.

Q.

Answer: Mahatma Gandhi was an intensely active personality. He was interested in
everything that concerns the individual or society. He gave his Principles of
Swaraj, Satyagraha, Sarvodaya etc., which has influenced the human kind at
large.
Gandhiji idea of Swaraj


Gandhi wrote Hind Swaraj in 1909 and he criticized modern civilization
which is materialistic & mechanistic.



Although the word Swaraj means self-rule, Gandhi gave it the content of an
integral revolution that encompasses all sphere of life.



At the individual level Swaraj is vitally connected with the capacity for
dispassionate self, assessment, ceaseless self-purification & growing
Swadeshi or self-reliance.



Politically Swaraj is self-government and it means continuous effort to be
independent of government control, whether it is foreign government or
whether it is national.



Economically, Poorna Swaraj means full economic freedom for the toiling
millions.



According to Gandhi political independence was an essential precondition
and the first step towards the realization of the goal of Swaraj, but it was
only the first step.



Swaraj is not merely political freedom but social & economic freedom too.
Therefore, Gandhi was not seeking only Independence of India but was
engaged in transforming India.
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Idea of Satyagraha


The Gandhian philosophy of Satyagraha is a natural outcome of the supreme
concept of truth.



Satyagraha means the exercise of the purest soul-force against all injustice
oppression and exploitation.



Satyagraha was a novel and ideal way of struggle introduced by Gandhi ji to
oppose the exploitative policy of British. It was based on truth & nonviolence. It was based on the philosophy of evil could beat be countered by
non-violent resistance. It is a technique of resisting adversaries without
violence.



Some of the major techniques of Satyagraha are non-co-operation, Civil
disobedience, fasting & strike.



Satyagraha is a method of securing rights by personal suffering and not
inflicting injury on others.

Philosophy of Sarvodaya


Gandhiji idea of Sarvodaya is based on upliftment of all or progress for all.
Moral upliftment of rich section of society and economic upliftment of poor
section of society.



Gandhi has borrowed concept of Sarvodaya from John Ruskin's "Unto This
last" and it became a part of his constructive philosophy for the welfare of
the people of rural India.



The fundamental goal of Sarvodaya is the greatest good of all living being.
Gandhi aims at the transformation of society in which everybody contributes
his or her own maximum share for the peace & harmony of the world.



His concept of Sarvodaya is based on the principle of duties rather than
rights of individuals. It lays great emphasis on moral & spiritual values.



In Sarvodaya society of Gandhiji's dream, every member will be free from
any greed for limitless acquisition of material wealth & more luxurious
living. Everyone will, thus get ample opportunity to produce and earn
sufficiently through honest work for having a decent & dignified living.
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Gandhiji concept of Sarovodya were based on three basic Principles:(a) That the good of the Individual is contained as also the good of all.
(b) That the lawyer's work has the same value as the barber's in as much as
all have the same right of earning their livelihood from their work.
(c) That is a life of labour, i.e., the life of the tiller of the soil and
handicraftsmen.
Gandhi Ji on Democracy


Gandhi believes in Swaraj and equal moral worth of every individual. He
opposes each & every form of exploitation. Therefore, his ideas are
democratic.



He criticized the western Parliamentary democracy which is based on the
Principle of majoritarianism and the rule of political parties.



Gandhiji supported bottom to top democracy in the form of direct
democracy and village as a centre of a democracy. The villagers elect the
members of block and they will elect the members of district. This process
goes up to top.



Gandhian democracy is a participatory & grass root democracy which
requires Sarvodaya & Swaraj too.

His political contributions offered us freedom, but his Philosophies & Principles
enlighten our lives. It is rightly said that he is not only of our times but all of all
times and he will continue to have relevance throughout the coming ages.
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What is Secularism? What are the features & constitutional provisions for
Indian Secularism? In the back drop of Burqa Ban in Switzerland discuss
how Indian secularism is different from western model of secularism.

Answer: Secularism means separation of religion from Political, Economic, Social &
Cultural aspects of life, religion being treated as a purely personal matter. It
emphasized dissociation of state from religion and freedom to all religions
and to tolerance of all religions.
Features of Indian Secularism








Sarva Dharma Sambhava
Indian Constitution embodies the positive concept of secularism, i.e. giving
equal respect to all religion or protecting all religions equally. i.e 'Sarva
Dharma Sambhav.
Principled Distance
The Indian state abandons strict separation of state & religion but keeps a
principled distance from all religions. This means that state must intervenes
whenever requires. For instance, it cannot tolerate untouchability, Triple
Talaq or leave all personal laws as they are. Thus state has to constantly
decide when to engage or disengage.
Basic feature of Indian Constitution
In landmark judgment of Keshavananda Bharati case the Supreme Court
held that secularism is a 'basic feature' of the constitution which was again
upheld by Supreme Court in S.R. Bommai case .
Religious Reform
Indian secularism is broader in sense. It allow state intervention to help
reform various evils and superstitions. e.g. Ban on Triple Talaq, entry of
women in religious places.
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Constitutional Provision for secularism in India
Preamble
42nd amendment of the constitution of India amended the preamble of the
constitution and added secular word in the preamble. Thus declaring India
as a secular nation explicitly.
The constitution of India in part III contains several provision that provide
for equality for all irrespective of their religions & prohibit religious
discrimination between them.
Equality & Non Discrimination


Article 14 : The state shall not deny to any person equality before all or
equal protection of laws within the territory of India.
 Article 15 : The state shall not discriminate against any citizen on grounds
only of religion, race, caste, sex place of birth or any of them.
 Article 16. There shall be equality of opportunity for all citizens in the
matter of employment or appointment under state.
 Article 17 : The religious concept of 'untouchability' stands abolished.
Freedom of Religion


Individual Rights
Article 25(1) : All persons are equally entitled to freedom of conscience and
the right freely to profess, practice & propagate religion.
 Article 27 : No person shall be compelled to pay any taxes for the
promotion of a particular religion.
 Article 28 : No religious Instruction shall be provided in any educational
Institution maintained by state without their consent.
Community Right





Article 26 : Every religious denomination or any of its section shall have the
right to manage its religious affairs.
Article 29 : Any section of the citizen shall have right to conserve its distinct
language, script or Culture.
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Article 30 : All minorities shall have right to establish and administer
educational Institution of their choice.
However, these rights are not absolute & there is constitutional restriction:-



Article 25(1) : The right to freedom of religion is subject to public order
morality and health. Further under Article 25(2) state can pass laws
providing for social welfare and reform and also to regulate or restrict any
secular activity. e.g. Triple Talaq judgment.
Article 29(2) : Despite the minorities right to establish & maintain
educational Institutions, no citizen can be kept away from such
government aided educational institution only on religious ground.
Recently Burqa has been banned in many western countries like
Switzerland, France and even Sri Lanka tried to ban Burqa at public places.
This has generated debate about how Indian secularism is different from
western model of secularism: -



•

•

•

•

•

In western society, secularism refers to the complete separation between
state & religion whereas, Indian secularism means equal treatment of all
religions.
The western concept of secularism does not believe in an open display of
religion except for places of worship. However in India followers of
different religions can freely practice the religion.
In western society laws are made in Isolation from religious principles.
However in India the laws seek to accommodate the multiple religious
principle.
In western secular model more attention is given to minority rights. But in
Indian model of secularism less attention is given to community based
rights.
In western Society Individual & his rights are at the centre of secularism
whereas in Indian model rights of both Individuals & religious community
are protected.
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•

There is strict non-interference of religion and state in each other's affairs
in western secularism, but Indian secularism allows state supported
religious reforms.

The essence of secularism lies in accommodation of varied social groups and
overcome tendencies that destructs the social fabric of any society. Therefore,
need of hour is to shift focus from a politically-led secularism project to a
socially-driven movement and in this direction Western countries like France &
Switzerland can learn from the Indian Constitution approach to secularism.
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Recently India began its eighth term officially as non-permanent member
of United Nations Security Council (UNSC) for the period 2021-22. What
are the opportunities and challenges in front of India?

Answer: India was elected as a non-permanent member of the powerful United
Nations Security Council (UNSC) with 184 votes in 193-member general
assembly. This the 8th time when India has been elected as a nonpermanent of the UNSC.
Overwhelming support shown by the global community for India's
membership of the UNSC have presented various opportunities as well as
challenges in front of India.
Opportunities in front of India






Reforming the multilateral system
Widespread concern at the inadequacy of the existing multilateral
institutions to deliver result and at the same time inadequate & skewed
representation of third world countries. It presents opportunity for India to
press for reforming UNSC to handle post-Covid-19 era & contemporary
challenges more effectively.
Engaging with Global South
Since 'Non Alignment Movement' era India is representing voice of 3rd
world countries. Non-permanent membership provides an opportunity to
India to revitalize its engagement with its traditional partners in the "Global
South" (like Small Island Countries, Africa) by articulating their peace &
security concerns in the UNSC.
Fight against terrorism
India should use its tenure to force a search for solution especially on
reining in terror finance infrastructure, cyber threat, use & misuse of
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information & communication technology by state & non state actor. India
should push for India-led Comprehensive Convention on International
Terrorism (CCIT).
Strengthening International Collaboration
Non-permanent membership provides opportunity for India to deepen its
collaboration with European partners like France, Britain, and Germany as
well as with Russia on all International issues.
Bid for permanent seat
India's inclusion into UNSC as permanent member has been blocked by
China time & again. Vaccine diplomacy and non-permanent membership
will strengthen India's bid for permanent seat. India should continue its
partnership with G4 (Brazil, Germany and Japan) countries to expand UNSC
and become a permanent member.
Countering China
There has been aggressive policy of China at Galwan Valley, Nakula pass,
bullying in South China Sea. India's presence in the UNSC would be useful
in building consensus against China's ill motives.
Promoting technology with Human touch
Tenure of India as non-permanent member has given opportunity to India
to encourage partnerships to harness the benefits of technological
innovation to reduce human suffering, Enhance ease of living, build
resilient communities.
The Security Council is one of the most important multilateral decisionmaking bodies where the contours of global geopolitics are often draw.
Therefore non-permanent membership also poses many challenges to
India: Post Covid Global Order
Global economy is in shambles with various countries facing recession and
health emergencies. Vaccine nationalism is sweeping across the world
which challenges the prospectus of global co-operation. This requires
careful strategy to move world out of this burdening Challenge.
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Lack of Consensus
Misuse of Veto power by permanent member of UNSC on emerging issues
like peace & security poses major challenge in direction of consensus
building. Eg., India is facing deadlock on its initiative of CCIT since 1996.
 Chinese Aggression
Brazen support of Pakistan by China at multilateral fora are undermining
Indian interests. This Chinese aggression would be the biggest challenge for
India as non-permanent member.
 Changing Geopolitics
Increasing tension between USA-China, USA-Iran, USA-Russia, increasing
Co-operation between Quad countries has changed geopolitics. Therefore,
It would be challenging situation for India as non-permanent member to
take sides.
Way Forward


• India should adopt value-based positions that are not transactional &
should become the voice of the weaker nations.
• Serious leadership by India as non-permanent member of UNSC, Vaccine
Maitri Initiative & proactive co-operation at QUAD will boost India chance
for permanent seat in UNSC.
At a time when multilateralism and global governance is facing serious
challenges in the post Covid-19 era, India should pursue leadership role
through a Five-S approach i.e. Samman (Respect), Samvad (Dialogue)
Sahyog (Co-operation), Shanti (Peace) and Samriddhi (prosperity) to
achieve its objective of N.O.R.M.S: a New Orientation for a Reformed
Multilateral System.
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Write Short note on Gandhi’s Swaraj, Satyagraha, Sarvodaya, and
Democracy.

Q.

Answer: Mahatma Gandhi was an intensely active personality. He was interested in
everything that concerns the individual or society. He gave his Principles of
Swaraj, Satyagraha, Sarvodaya etc., which has influenced the human kind at
large.
Gandhiji idea of Swaraj


Gandhi wrote Hind Swaraj in 1909 and he criticized modern civilization
which is materialistic & mechanistic.



Although the word Swaraj means self-rule, Gandhi gave it the content of an
integral revolution that encompasses all sphere of life.



At the individual level Swaraj is vitally connected with the capacity for
dispassionate self, assessment, ceaseless self-purification & growing
Swadeshi or self-reliance.



Politically Swaraj is self-government and it means continuous effort to be
independent of government control, whether it is foreign government or
whether it is national.



Economically, Poorna Swaraj means full economic freedom for the toiling
millions.



According to Gandhi political independence was an essential precondition
and the first step towards the realization of the goal of Swaraj, but it was
only the first step.



Swaraj is not merely political freedom but social & economic freedom too.
Therefore, Gandhi was not seeking only Independence of India but was
engaged in transforming India.
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Idea of Satyagraha


The Gandhian philosophy of Satyagraha is a natural outcome of the supreme
concept of truth.



Satyagraha means the exercise of the purest soul-force against all injustice
oppression and exploitation.



Satyagraha was a novel and ideal way of struggle introduced by Gandhi ji to
oppose the exploitative policy of British. It was based on truth & nonviolence. It was based on the philosophy of evil could beat be countered by
non-violent resistance. It is a technique of resisting adversaries without
violence.



Some of the major techniques of Satyagraha are non-co-operation, Civil
disobedience, fasting & strike.



Satyagraha is a method of securing rights by personal suffering and not
inflicting injury on others.

Philosophy of Sarvodaya


Gandhiji idea of Sarvodaya is based on upliftment of all or progress for all.
Moral upliftment of rich section of society and economic upliftment of poor
section of society.



Gandhi has borrowed concept of Sarvodaya from John Ruskin's "Unto This
last" and it became a part of his constructive philosophy for the welfare of
the people of rural India.



The fundamental goal of Sarvodaya is the greatest good of all living being.
Gandhi aims at the transformation of society in which everybody contributes
his or her own maximum share for the peace & harmony of the world.



His concept of Sarvodaya is based on the principle of duties rather than
rights of individuals. It lays great emphasis on moral & spiritual values.



In Sarvodaya society of Gandhiji's dream, every member will be free from
any greed for limitless acquisition of material wealth & more luxurious
living. Everyone will, thus get ample opportunity to produce and earn
sufficiently through honest work for having a decent & dignified living.
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Gandhiji concept of Sarovodya were based on three basic Principles:(a) That the good of the Individual is contained as also the good of all.
(b) That the lawyer's work has the same value as the barber's in as much as
all have the same right of earning their livelihood from their work.
(c) That is a life of labour, i.e., the life of the tiller of the soil and
handicraftsmen.
Gandhi Ji on Democracy


Gandhi believes in Swaraj and equal moral worth of every individual. He
opposes each & every form of exploitation. Therefore, his ideas are
democratic.



He criticized the western Parliamentary democracy which is based on the
Principle of majoritarianism and the rule of political parties.



Gandhiji supported bottom to top democracy in the form of direct
democracy and village as a centre of a democracy. The villagers elect the
members of block and they will elect the members of district. This process
goes up to top.



Gandhian democracy is a participatory & grass root democracy which
requires Sarvodaya & Swaraj too.

His political contributions offered us freedom, but his Philosophies & Principles
enlighten our lives. It is rightly said that he is not only of our times but all of all
times and he will continue to have relevance throughout the coming ages.
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What is doctrine of separation of power? What are the major provisions
in the Indian Constitution which support this doctrine?

Q.

Answer: 

Montesquieu gave the doctrine of separation of power where he talked about
division of the legislative, executive, and judicial functions of government.



The Constitution of India embraces the idea of separation of powers in an
implied manner. Major provisions of the Constitution in the support of
doctrine of separation of power are as:-



Article 50 : State shall take steps to separate the Judiciary from Executive.



Article 121 & 211 :
Judicial conduct of a judge of Supreme Court & High Court cannot be
discussed in the Parliament & the state legislature.



Article 53 & Art 159:
Provides that executive power of the Union and State shall be vested
with the President and the Governor.



Article 122 & 212:
Validity of proceedings in the Parliament and the legislatures cannot
be called into question in any court.



Article 361:
The President or the Governor shall not be answerable to any court for
the exercise & performance of the powers & duties of his office.
However, there are various exception in Indian Constitution to separation of
power.
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Parliamentary form of government:
▪ Usually legislatures pass laws in broad & skeletal form, while the flesh &
muscle is provided by rules, regulation, by laws framed by the executive.
Independent Regulators:
▪ Setting up of Independent regulators for various sectors of economy
performs function of rulemaking execution & adjudication eg. RBI, SEBI.
Judicial pronouncements upholding separation of power doctrine:
▪ Kesavanad Bharati case:- The Supreme Court held that the amending power
of the Parliament is subject basic features of the Constitution. So, any
amendment violating the basic features will be declared unconstitutional.
▪ Cases like I.R Coelho Vs. State of Tamil Nadu and Indira Gandhi Vs. Raj
Narain, observed the separation of power was limited, unlike the United
States of America.
In India separation of power is not water tight separation rather principle of checks
& balances approach has been followed.
Instrument of checks & Balances
Legislature Control
On Judiciary:▪

Article 124 (4) & Article 218 provides for removal of a Supreme Court
Judge & High Court judge respectively by legislature.

On executive:▪

Article 75 (3) & Article 164 (2) of the Constitution provides for the
collective ministerial responsibility to Lok Sabha and to legislative assembly
respectively. Other ways to control are financial control, question hour etc.
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Executive Control:On Judiciary:▪ Although the Judiciary is independent, the Judges are appointed by the
executive.
On Legislature:▪ Power under delegated legislation where executive authority make law.
Judiciary Control
On executive:▪ Article 13 has provision of judicial review i.e. the power to review executive
action to determine if it violates the Constitution.
On Legislature:▪ In Keshavananda Bharati case, Supreme Court held that amending power of
Parliament is subject to basic feature of Constitution.

Government is an organic unity. It cannot be divided into watertight compartments.
The doctrine of separation of power does play a vital role in the proper functioning
of the institutions without any interference from other.
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Analyze the reason of Quit India Movement and describe the contribution
of Bihar in the Quit India movement.

Answer: After the failure of Cripps Mission, Mahatma Gandhi had decided to launch
his third major campaigns against the British rule. On 8th August 1942, Gandhiji
launched the 'Quit India Movement'(QIM) at the session of All India Congress
Committee in Mumbai. Gandhi ji gave 'Do or Die' call to force the British to leave
India.
Reasons of Quit India Movement (QIM)


Economic Crisis in India
As British India was facing Second World War, There was popular
discontent among masses because of rising prices & shortage of rice, salt,
etc,.



Behavior of British Government
When Japan occupied South East Asian colony of British, Britishers,
evacuated with their resident & left the people of Indonesia & Malaysia on
their mercy. This generated sense of fear among Indian masses about
meeting the same fate in case of possible Japanese Invasion. There was
another fear of Britain following a scorched earth policy (destroying
anything that might be useful to the enemy) in Assam, Bengal & Odisha
against possible Japanese advance.



Sense of Confidence
News of reverses suffered by the British in South-East Asia and an imminent
British collapsed enhanced popular willingness to give expression to
discontent. This detetoriation in British supremacy had boosted confidence
of Indian masses.



Failure of the Cripps Mission
The immediate cause of QIM was the failure of Cripps Mission to solve the
constitutional deadlock exposed Britain's unchanged attitude on
constitutional advance and made it clear that any more silence would be
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tantamount to accepting the British right to decide the fate of Indian
without consulting them.
The British not only arrested the entire Indian National Congress (INC)
leadership, but also they declared INC as unlawful association. The arrest of
the leaders, however, failed to deter the masses. With no one to give
directions, people took the movement into their own hands. The
movement was followed, nonetheless, by large-scale violence directed at
railway stations, telegraph offices, government buildings, and other
emblems and institutions of colonial rule and in this direction Bihar played
remarkable role through Azad Dasta, huge participation of students and
women.
Contribution of Bihar
• Congress Committee in Bihar under the leadership of Dr. Rajendra Prasad
drafted the line of action towards movement on 31st July, 1942.
• To Prevent the outbreak of QIM many nationalist of Bihar like Rajendra
Prasad, Phulan Prasad Verma, Shri Krishna Sinha, Anugraha Narayan Sinha
were arrested.
• The advocate general Baldeva Sahay resigned from his office in protest to
government repression.


Patna Secretariat incident
On 11th August 1942, over 6000 students rushed into the gates of the
erstwhile Patna Secretariat. They had a singular objective to hoist the flag
on the building of the secretariat without causing any harm. But students
were shot dead mercilessly by British under command of WG Archer. In the
protest of this incident Committee under Jagat Narayan Lal decided to
cripple the government machinery, to uproot railway lines, to damage
telegraphs wire, to burn police station and other government building.



Azad Dasta
Jai Prakash Narayan worked underground for Indian freedom movement
during QIM. For fighting the tyranny of British rule he organized an 'Azad
Dasta' in Nepal to train people in guerrilla warfare. The ‘Bihar provincial
Azad Dasta’ was convened under Suraj Narayan Singh. Secret radio station
was set up under Ram Manohar Lohia and Nityananda was given charge of
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training. Under Azad Dasta training was given to damage the transportation
system, communication system and to damage industries. But Azad Dasta
was suppressed violently by British government.


Role of youth
Phulena Prasad Srivastava, Dhruv Kumar, Kapil Muni was shot dead while
hoisting flag on police station in Siwan, Katihar, Dumrao respectively.
Students captured a train and renamed it as Swaraj train. Police station in
Saran was burnt by Jagat Lal Chaudhari.



Participation of Women
Women freedom fighters from Bihar played crucial role in making QIM
successful in the absence of top leaders in Bihar and all over country.
Within two years of establishing Mahila Charkha Samiti, Prabhavati Devi
managed to bring together two hundred women from all walks of life who
showed their participation during QIM. Other women freedom fighters
from Bihar during QIM were Suniti Devi, Saraswati Devi, Sharda Devi, Tara
Rani Srivastava.
• Under Bihar Congress Committee 'Gram Seva Dal' & 'Raksha Dal' was set up
on the line of parallel government to support common people.
• Azad Hindustan newspaper was published from Munger to propagate the
activity of movement.

During QIM more than 15,000 people from Bihar were imprisoned. Hundreds
of people shot dead. Bihari indomitable courage and sacrifices inspired the the
masses across the country to take active part in the movement which compelled
British government to change their stand. The movement resulted in a stronger
wave of support for the Congress leaders and a growing demand for
independence, which made the position of the British in India untenable which
culminated into independence of India on 15 august 1947.
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What do you mean by contempt of court? Analyze legal & constitutional
provisions of contempt of court. Also, discuss the pros & cons of
contempt of court.

Answer: Contempt of court or contempt has been defined as any conduct which
tends to disrespect or overlook.
Constitutional provision of contempt of court:Art 261:- Full faith and credit shall be given throughout the territory of India to
public acts, records and judicial proceedings of the Union and of every
State.
Art 129:- The Supreme Court shall be a court of record and shall have all the
powers of such a court including the power to punish for contempt of
itself.
Art 215:- High Courts to be courts of record every High Court shall be a court of
record and shall have all the powers of such a court including the power
to punish for contempt of itself.
Art 142 (2):- The Supreme Court shall, as respects the whole of the territory of
India, have all and every power to make any order for the purpose of
securing the attendance of any person, the discovery or production of
any documents, or the investigation or punishment of any contempt of
itself.
However, there is constitutional provision for contempt of court but Constitution
has not defined contempt of court.
Legal Provision


Contempt of court Act, 1971 defines contempt. This act divides contempt
of court in two parts.
1
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(a)

Civil Contempt
Is a ‘wilful disobedience to any judgment, decree, direction, order, writ or
other processes of a Court or wilful breach of an undertaking given to the
court’.

(b)

Criminal Contempt
Which means the publication (whether by words spoken or written or by
signs, or by visible representation or otherwise) of any matter or the doing
of any other act whatsoever which,



(i)

Scandalizes or tends to scandalize or lowers or tends to lower the
authority of any court,

(ii)

Prejudices or interferes or tends to interface with the due course of
any judicial proceeding or,

(iii)

Interface or tends to interface with or obstructs or tends to obstruct
the administration of justice in any other manner.

2006 amendment to contempt of courts Acts, 1971
Clarifies that the court may impose punishment for contempt only when it
is satisfied that substantially interface, or tends to substantially interfere
with due course of justice.

However contempt of court is not absolute. There are few exceptions to
contempt of court:

Fair and accurate reporting of judicial proceedings.



Any fair criticism on the merits of a judicial order after a case is heard &
disposed of.



If the publication or other act is merely a defamatory attack on the judge
and is not intended to interface with the administration of justice, It will
not be taken as contempt of court.
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Pros of contempt of court


Uphold dignity of Judiciary
• Contempt of court protects Judiciary from tendentious attacks that
lower its authority, defame its public image and make the public
lose faith in its impartiality.



Help in discharging duty
• Contempt powers help Judges to do their duties of deciding cases
without fear, favor, affection or ill will.
• Contempt of court helps to sustain independent nature of Judiciary
itself.
• Power of contempt of court ensures that orders of court are being
implemented.

Cons of contempt of court


Very subjective
Law is very subjective which might be used by the judiciary arbitrarily to
suppress their criticism by the public.



Against Natural Justice
According to principle of Natural Justice no one may be the judge in his or
her own case. However, the contempt law enables Judiciary to sits in
Judgment on itself.



Chilling Effect on Freedom of Speech & Expression
Due to vagueness & wide jurisdiction of contempt of court. It can be used
to stifle the freedom of speech & expression (Art 19 (1) (a)).

Way Forward


In S. Mugolkar V. unknown (1978), the Supreme Court held that the
Judiciary cannot be immune from fair criticism and contempt action.
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Contempt is to be used only when misstatement with malicious intent
seeks to bring down public confidence in the courts.


Law Commission of India held that there is a need to retain the provision of
regarding the contempt or courts. However, it also recommended the
definition of contempt should be restricted to Civil contempt i.e., willful
disobedience of judgment of the court.



Need of hour is to revisit law on criminal contempt. India can learn from
International discourse of Contempt Doctrine. In democracies like England
& USA, have been abolished the offence of contempt.

In a democracy, people should have the right to criticize Judges. An enforced
silence, in the name of preserving the dignity of judiciary, would cause
resentment suspicion and contempt, more than it would enhance respect. Court
should use this contempt of court power sparingly. In the free market places of
ideas, criticism about the judicial system or the Judges should be welcomed, so
long as criticisms do not impair or hamper the “administration of justice”.
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Describe the salient features of Pala art & architecture.

Q.

Answer: The Pala dynasty ruled from 8th century to 12th century CE in the regions
comprising Bihar & Bengal. The development of art which had been in fullfledged manners during the Mauryas & Guptas was further carried out by
Palas.
Pala Art & Architecture:(A)

Architecture

(B)

Sculpture

(C)

Painting

(D)

Mahaviharas

Bronze Sculpture

Manuscript Painting

Terracotta

Chaityas

Stone Sculpture

Wall Painting

Temple
Stupas
Salient features of Pala Art & Architecture
(A)

Architecture refers to the design and construction of building. Most of the
Pala architectures were religious. The first two hundred years of Pala art
were dominated by Buddhist art and Hindu art dominated last two hundred
year.
(a)

Mahaviharas
The Viharas were originally constructed to shelter the monks during
rainy season, when it became difficult for them to lead wanderer's life.
Dharmpala built the Vikramshila mahavihara (Bhagalpur), whereas
Odantpuri Mahavihara was built by Gopala in Biharsharif. Buddhist
Viharas in the Pala Empire played a significant role in the propagation
of Buddhism in the neighboring countries of Nepal, Tibet and Sri
Lanka

(b)

Chaityas
These were basically a kind of Buddhist temples. The tradition of
Chaityas were old but these got diversification during Pala rule.
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(c )

Temple
Temple of the Pala period reflect the influence of North Indian temple
building style & local Vanga style. The rock-cut temple at Kahalgaon
(Bhagalpur) dating from the 9th century, which show the gabled
vaulted roof characteristic of the South Indian architecture.

(d)

Stupas
Stupas were burial mounds prevalent in India from the Vedic Period.
But some Stupas of Pala period were made with slight differentiation.
Remains of Pala’s stupas can be found across Bihar.

(B)

Sculpture: Most of the sculpture of this period drew their inspiration from
Buddhism. Main propounder of Pala School of art were Dhiman and
Vithpal, who were contemporary of Dharmpal & Devpal respectively.
Mainly two types of sculptural art is found from Pala period:(a)

Bronze Sculpture
Bronze Sculpture reached great height during Pala period and can be
compared with Chola's Bronze Nataraja. Bronze was casted by 'Cire
perdue' method (Lost-wax casting) and sculptures were generally
ornamented. Largest Bronze image has been recovered from
Sultanganj, crowned image of Buddha and Balarama sculpture from
Kukrihar, Standing image of Buddha from Nalanda.

(b)

Stone sculpture
Stone sculptures were made of 'Black Basalt' stones" which are
obtained from Santhal Paragana & Munger. They had stylish
elegance, technical precision & harsh outline skin to metal work.
Generally front part has been tried to be shown.

(C)

Painting: There are two types of painting which got popularity during pala
rule:(a)

Manuscript Painting
Manuscript paintings were done generally on copper plate. These
were used for decorating purposes. Pala painting is characterized by
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sinuous line, delicate and nervous lines, sensuous elegance, linear and
decorative accent and subdued tones of colour. Red, Black, Blue,
Green, White & Violet colors were used. Examples of manuscript
paintings are 'Ashtasahasarika, Pragya -Parmita' and 'Panchraksh'.
Wall Painting

(b)

Wall painting has been found in Saradh & Saraikila Sthal in Nalanda
district. The bottom of a platform is made of granite stone. We can
find flowers of geometric shapes, images of animals & human.
Painting of Pala period perpetuates the tradition of Ajanta Paintings
with sensuous bias of Eastern India.
(D) Terracotta
Artistic & beautiful forms of terracotta were developed during the
Pala period. This art was developed for the purpose of decoration.
Such terracotta figurines were made to adore the walls. Terracotta
figurines have been recovered from the remains of Vikramashila
Mahavihara. Terracotta figure of a sitting lady holding a mirror in
one hand is prominent example of terracotta figurine of Pala period.
Criticism :


Liveliness & naturalness have been destroyed in Pala idol due to high
ornamentation.



Paintings of Pala period were criticized as an iteration of Ajanta cave &
Bagh cave paintings.



More emphasis on religious theme in Pala art & architecture & less
important to cultural aspects.

Despite continuous engagement in tripartite struggle for Kannauj with Pratihara
& Rashtrakuta Empire, Pala rulers developed multiple art forms and provided
continuity to the growth of art & culture and added new dimension to Bihar's
glorious art & tradition.
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Compare and contrast fifth-generation (5G) wireless telecom technology
with 4G (Fourth Generation) technology. What challenges need to be
overcome for 5G's pan-India rollout?

Answer: Recently Airtel has announced that its 5G network is ready, while JIO
announced that it would roll out 5G services in the second half of 2021.
However, as per a recent panel report tabled in the Parliament, the
government expects 5G services to roll out by early 2022.
What is 4G & 5G ?
₾ 4G and 5G are generations of wireless cellular connectivity. 5G is the fifth
generation cellular technology that will provide faster & more reliable
communication with ultra-low latency.
₾ A comparison between these successive generations of wireless cellular
connectivity can be drawn across the following parameters.
Latency
₾ Latency is the amount of time data takes to travel between its source and
destination.5G has lower latency that is below 10 milliseconds, while for
4G is around 20 to 30 millisecond.
Bandwidth
₾ 5G networks as planned to operate in a high-frequency band between 30
GHz to 300 GHz that enables data transfer at a very high speed whereas 4G
uses bands below 8 GHz.
Device Handling Capacity
₾ 5G will be able to provide super-fast data speed to an additional 1,000
devices per square meter, thus catering to more number of people.
Speed
₾ A government panel report points out that with 5G, the peak network data
speeds are expected to be in the range of 2-20 Gigabit per second (Gbps).
This is in contrast to 4G link speeds in averaging 6-7 Megabit per second
(Mbps) in India as compared to 25 Mbps in advanced countries.
1

BPSC 66 T H
MA IN S QUE ST ION

Reliability
₾ 5G technology will provide low battery consumption and offer more secure
features compared that of 4G.

Challenges in 5G's Pan-India rollout:
Funding & Technology Issues
₾ Telecom projects are highly capital intensive & require frequent up
gradation of technologies. A report on 5G by Deloitte stated that it is
anticipated that the industry might require an additional investment of
$60-70 billion to seamlessly implement 5G networks.The rolling out of 5G
technology therefore requires domestic and foreign investment in the form
of fund as well as technology support from the developed countries.
Higher Spectrum Price
₾ The reserve price for proposed spectrum band for 5G service has been fixed
at a higher side as compared to other countries.TheTelecom industry body
Cellular Operators Association of India (COAI) has also pointed out that 5G
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is overpriced by at least 30% to 40% compared to international standards
and auction in other markets such as South Korea and the United States.
Further, pressure for generating more revenue and profitability in telecom
sector, coupled with lack of clear business case for 5G may delay 5G launch
in India.
Essential role of Fiber in 5G
₾ Proper connection of cellular towers to optical fiber is the first and the
foremost need for effective implementation of 5G technology in the
country. As per recent data only 15 percent of total towers in the country
are well connected to optical fibers. Upgrading this connectivity to nearly
100 percent will require significant time.
Lack of a regulatory Framework
₾ There is need of policy to help the operators and ecosystem prepare their
product & services for 5G roll-out and enable backhaul (backhaul is a
network that connects cells sites to central exchange)& network solutions
to reach rural India on time.
Lack of skilled professionals
₾ There is a shortage of skilled professionals who can further the advance of
5G technology throughout the country.
Reluctance of People
₾ Unaddressed rumor related to possible health hazard posed by 5G radiation
can further delay its widespread adoption.
5G is expected to form the backbone of emerging technologies such as the
Internet of Things (IoT) and machine to machine communications, thereby
supporting a much larger range of applications and services, including driverless
vehicles, tele-surgery and real time data analytics. India should not miss the
opportunity and should proactively work to deploy 5G technology by adopting
Paulraj Committee recommendations in letter & spirit. Full-fledged Pan-India
deployment of 5G will boost India's chance to achieve 5 trillion economy dream.
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Parliament of India is equipped with much needed independence but it is
not a sovereign body. Examine.

Answer: The Parliament is the legislative organ of the Union government. It occupies
a pre-eminent and central position in the Indian democratic political system
due to adoption of the parliamentary form of government. It also known as
‘Westminster’ model of government.
Articles 79 to 122 in Part V of the Constitution deal with the organization,
composition, duration, officers, procedures, privileges, powers and so on of the
Parliament.
According to the “A. V. Dicey”, a British Whig jurist and constitutional theorist,
Sovereignty of Parliament has three connotations:

❖ There is no law which the Parliament cannot make.
❖ There is no law which the Parliament cannot repeal or modify.
❖ There is no distinction between laws which are fundamental or
constitutional and laws which are not.
Indian Parliament has been provided with Parliamentary privileges through
Constitution to deliver its duty without fear or favor. These privileges are:-

❖ Parliament Members cannot be arrested during the session of Parliament
and 40 days before the beginning and 40 days after the end of a session in
the matters of civil cases.

❖ Parliament Members have freedom of speech in Parliament. No member is
liable to any proceedings in any court for anything said or any vote given by
him in Parliament or its committees.

❖ Parliament Members are exempted from jury service.
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❖ Parliament has the right to publish its reports, debates and proceedings and
also the right to prohibit others from publishing the same.

❖ Parliament can exclude strangers from its proceedings and hold secret
sittings to discuss some important matters.

❖ Parliament can make rules to regulate its own procedure and the conduct
of its business and to adjudicate upon such matters.

❖ The courts are prohibited to inquire into the proceedings of a House or its
committees

❖ No person (either a member or outsider) can be arrested, and no legal
process (civil or criminal) can be served within the precincts of the House
without the permission of the presiding officer.
Indian Parliament is not a sovereign body because of the following reasons:-

❖ The Indian Constitution is written in nature unlike the unwritten
constitution of Britain. Hence the authority of the Parliament is limited by
the law of the land.

❖ The Indian Parliament is a creature of the Constitution unlike the British
Parliament, which is the result of conventions and gradual growth.

❖ The Indian Parliament is not fully a Constituent Assembly unlike the British
Parliament, which is both a Constituent Assembly and a legislative body.

❖ There is a clear distinction between ordinary laws and constitutional laws in
our country.

❖ In some important matters, Parliament alone cannot affect an amendment.
A majority of at least half of the State legislatures must also accord its
approval as regards amendment in specified mailers.

❖ The authority of the Parliament is restricted by the incorporation of a code
of justifiable fundamental rights under Part III of the Constitution.

❖ The Parliament members cannot discuss the conduct of the judges as per
the Articles 121 and 211 of the Indian Constitution.

❖ Judiciary can strike off the laws made by the Parliament that are
inconsistent with the spirit of the Constitution.
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❖ A bill passed by the Parliament cannot become a law until the President
gives assent to it.

❖ Parliament cannot make laws on the subjects of the state list of the
Seventh Schedule of the Constitution. Any law in a state subject would
require state’s consent through the majority.

❖ Parliament cannot make a law or amend a law in contravention to the basic
structure of the constitution.
From the above discussion we can conclude that even though the
nomenclature and organizational pattern of our Parliament is similar to that of
the British Parliament, there is a substantial difference between the two. The
Indian Parliament is not a sovereign body in the sense in which the British
Parliament is a sovereign body. Unlike the British Parliament, the authority and
jurisdiction of the Indian Parliament are defined, limited and restrained.
In this regard, the Indian Parliament is similar to the American Legislature
whose sovereignty is legally restricted by the written character of the
Constitution, the federal system of government, the system of judicial review and
the Bill of Rights.



3

A Free Initiative By
PERFECTION IAS
Q.

BPSC 66 T H
M A IN S QU E ST IO N

Recent COVID 19 pandemic heavily impacted and underlined the
vulnerability of migrants in the nation. Elucidate. Also, throw some
light on the Government's efforts to address this and suggest some
measures that are further needed.

ANSWER:The COVID-19 crisis has posed unprecedented economic challenges for
governments across the world with certain sectors becoming more and more
vulnerable to this pandemic.
Migration implies the movement of people away from their usual place of
residence either to within the nation or to another nation.


Some of the facts related to migrants in India:
❖

❖
❖

According to the Census 2011, India had 45.6 crore migrants in 2011
which accounts for 38% of the population compared to 31.5 crore
migrants in 2001 which accounts for 31% of the population.
Between 2001 and 2011, while the population grew by 18%, the
number of migrants increased by 45%.
In 2011, 99% of total migration was internal and immigrants
(international migrants) comprised 1%
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The plight of migrant laborers in India during lockdown has shown fault
lines not only in the economy but in the society too. It has worsened the condition
of migrants as it has put severe challenges to poverty eradication programmes and
increasing the income of farmers.


Major issues faced by migrant labour:
❖

Lack of portability of state-provided benefits especially food
provided through the public distribution system (PDS)
Under the Public Distribution System, a ration card is issued by state
governments which is not portable across different states. As a result,
this system excludes inter-state migrants from the PDS unless they
surrender their card from the home state and get a new one from the
host state. During the pandemic time, the migrants suffered to get
basic food amenities due to lack of income and lack of portability of
ration cards.

❖

Lack of access to affordable housing and basic amenities in urban
areas - Given the fact that the proportion of migrants in urban
population is 47%, there is an inadequate supply of low-income
ownership and rental housing options and is resulting in an increase of
slums. COVID - 19 showed how this kind of situation aggravates the
disasters due to lack of affordable houses and rapid spread of COVID.

❖

Poor implementation of protections under the Inter-State Migrant
Workmen Act, 1979 (ISMW Act) - According to a report in 2011 by
the Standing Committee on Labor noted the fact that the registration
of workers under the act was low and implementation of protections
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outlined in the Act was also poor. It pointed out that the Central
government had not made any concrete and fruitful efforts to ensure
that contractors and employers mandatorily register the workers
employed with them enabling access to benefits under the Act.
❖

Fundamental Right of the migrants to settle and move across the
nation is taken away.

❖



Lack of affordable medicine and sanitation equipment.

Government’s efforts to address this:
❖

Some of the state governments have announced one-time cash
transfers for returning migrant workers as a financial relief in the
times of job-loss.

❖

Under the Atma Nirbhar Bharat Abhiyaan, a scheme for Affordable
Rental Housing Complexes for Migrant Workers and Urban Poor was
launched for providing affordable rental housing units under Pradhan
Mantri Awas Yojna.

❖

In May 2020, under the Atma Nirbhar Bharat Abhiyaan, the
Government announced that free food grains would be provided to
migrant workers who do not have a ration card for two months.

❖

The Government announced the speeding up of the “One Nation One
Ration card” programme and will be implemented by March 2021 for
providing portable benefits under the PDS.

❖

The central government allowed the states to use the “State Disaster
Response Fund” (SDRF) for providing accommodation to traveling
migrants.

❖

Further, the States were advised to set up relief camps along highways
with medical facilities.
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Needed measures:
❖

Making agriculture as a sustainable and remunerative sector for the
farmers so that migration can be arrested.

❖

Increasing the minimum wages under the MGNREGA scheme.

❖

Strengthening the urban and rural local bodies with proper taxing
powers in order to cater to the needs of the local people.

❖

Increasing the funding capacity under the PMAY.

❖

Enlarging the land under the ambit of the city administration for
affordable housing projects.

❖

Enacting a holistic rental law in the nation

❖

Proper delineation of functions among center, states and local bodies
while dealing with the subjects of land, water and sanitation.

The idea of ‘National Land Reforms Policy’ under which a small piece of
agricultural land to every rural household is allotted so that it may provide stable
income to those landless laborers is a welcome move by the Government in this
regard.
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“Acceleration of Climate change is evident from the extent of the water
crisis in India”. Elaborate. In the light of Jal Jeevan Mission, suggest some
measures for the improved conservation of water.

ANSWER:- Last summer, in 2018, the northern hill city of Shimla experienced an
acute water crisis that left residents reeling. Most of the city received
water only once in eight days. There were long queues at public taps,
and many residents waited for hours for water tankers to deliver
relief.




Accelerating Climate change:
❖

As per “Assessment of Climate Change over the Indian Region”
report, Indian subcontinent has witnessed climate extremes.

❖

Average temperature has risen by around 0.7° C during the last
century, rainfall in the summer monsoon declined by 6% during the
last 75 years period, drought affected area increased by 1.3% per
decade during the last 75 years period and sea surface rise in North
Indian Ocean has accelerated to 3.3 mm per year in the last two
decades.

❖

Climate change can disrupt rainfed agricultural food production
which accounts for 60% of agricultural GDP of India.

Extent of Water Crisis in India:
❖

India has only about 4 percent of the world’s renewable water
resources but is home to nearly 18 percent of the world’s population.

❖

The per capita annual water availability has reduced from 1816 cubic
metre in 2001 to 1544 cubic metre in 2011.
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❖

According to the Composite Water Management Index of NITI Aayog,
21 major cities will reach zero groundwater levels by 2020, affecting
access for 100 million people.

❖

Only 48% of the rural households have exclusive access to the
principal source of drinking water, which results in water and food
borne diseases.

❖

Nearly 30% of India’s land area has been degraded through
deforestation, over-cultivation, soil erosion and depletion of
wetlands.

From the above discussion, it is clearly evident that in the coming years
water will play a major role in deciding political, social and economic prospects of
the nation. In this wake, the Government has launched the Jal Jeevan Mission
with the following objectives:



❖

To provide Functional Tap Connection to every rural household,
Schools, Anganwadi centres, GP buildings, Health centres, wellness
centres and community buildings and monitor their functionality

❖

To assist in ensuring sustainability of the water supply system, i.e.
water source, water supply infrastructure, and funds for regular
operation and Maintenance.

❖

To bring awareness on various aspects and significance of safe
drinking water and involvement of stakeholders in manner that make
water everyone's business

Way Forward:
❖

Since rice and sugarcane crops together consume more than 60% of
water available for irrigation, there is a need for reforms in the MSP
system and diversification of crops by the farmers is needed.
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❖

Economic Survey 2018-19 suggests a transition from land
productivity to irrigation water productivity, which emphasizes on
more crops per drop, improving total nutrition per drop and total
food crops per drop.

❖

Increased adoption of micro-irrigation and drip-irrigation practices

❖

Strict enforcement of the water pricing mechanisms

❖

Adopting international best practices for Grey water management.

❖

Introducing the concept of “Participatory Irrigation Management
Systems” to reduce the financial burden on the Government and
farmers.

❖

Mandating Rain Water Harvesting Mechanisms for the buildings in
urban areas.

❖

Industrial and domestic wastewater must be treated before it is
discharged into water bodies.

❖

Interstate and centre-state cooperation is an important factor given
the fact that “water” is a state subject in the seventh schedule to the
Indian Constitution.

❖

Incorporating the Integrated Watershed
management of water resources in the nation.

❖

Inter linking of rivers projects can be accelerated to arrest the twin
problems of droughts and floods.

Development

in

At the end, the 3 R principle - Reduce, Reuse and Recycle principle should
be the motto of the citizens for achieving the Sustainable Development Goal of
clean water and sanitation for all" by 2030.
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“Wetlands are a lifeline for urbanizing India” Elaborate. By
highlighting the threats faced by wetlands, suggest some remedial
measures to conserve them.

ANSWER:According to the Ramsar Convention, wetlands are areas of marsh, fen,
peatland or water, whether natural or artificial, permanent or temporary, with water
that is static or flowing, fresh, brackish or salt, including areas of marine water the
depth of which at low tide does not exceed six meters.


Some facts:❖



Most of the wetlands in India are directly or indirectly linked with
major river systems such as the Ganges, Cauvery, Krishna, Godavari
and Tapti.
❖
India has totally 27, 403 wetlands, of which 23,444 are inland
wetlands and 3,959 are coastal wetlands.
❖
According to a study by non-government organization Wetlands
International South Asia (WISA), India has lost nearly one-third of its
natural wetlands to urbanization, agricultural expansion and pollution
over the last four decades.
❖
Mumbai has lost maximum wetlands (71%) during 1970 to 2014.
Other major cities that faced wetland loss include Ahmedabad (57%),
Bengaluru (56%), Hyderabad (55%), Delhi and National Capital
Region (38%), and Pune (37%).
Importance of wetlands:
❖
❖

Support lakhs of people directly and indirectly by providing diverse
goods and services to them.
Help control the floods, prevent coastal erosion and mitigate the
effects of natural disasters like cyclones and tidal waves.

❖

Store water for long periods and acts as a cushion during drought
conditions.
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❖

Preserve water quality and increase the biological productivity for
both aquatic life as well as human communities of the region.

❖

Store rainwater and act as the primary source for recharging ground
water aquifers.

❖

Act as natural filters and help remove a wide range of pollutants from
water.

❖

Retain nutrients by storing eutrophic parameters like nitrogen and
phosphorus and accumulating them in the sub-soil.

❖

Provide water supply, fisheries, fuel wood, medicinal plants, livestock
grazing, agriculture, energy resource, wildlife resource, transport,
recreation and tourism activities.

❖

Supports water cycle, carbon cycle and Nitrogen cycle for the overall
balance of the ecology.



Threats to wetlands:
❖

Anthropogenic activities like unplanned urban and agricultural
development, industries, road construction, impoundment, resource
extraction and dredge disposal

❖

Unsustainable Agricultural activities

❖

Hydrologic activities like construction of canals and diversion of
streams and rivers to transport water to lower arid regions

❖

Deforestation

❖

Pollution by dumping solid waste

❖

Climate change

❖

Alien species such as water hyacinth and Salvinia which clog
waterways and compete with native vegetation.
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Steps taken by the Government for the conservation of wetlands:
❖

India is a member of the Ramsar Convention.

❖

The National Plan for Conservation of Aquatic Ecosystem was
launched to provide assistance to the States for the management of
wetlands.

❖

The Wetland (Conservation and Management) Rules 2017 as a legal
framework are framed to conserve the wetlands.

❖

The National Wetlands Conservation Programme was launched to
undertake intensive conservation measures in priority wetlands and
provide financial assistance for the same.

❖

National Environment Policy, 2006 - recognizes the need for
conservation of critical environmental resources including wetlands.

❖

Numbers of wetlands have been recognized as part of National Parks
and Sanctuaries for protection.



Needed Measures:
❖

Implementation of the Wetland (Conservation and Management)
Rules 2017 in true spirit.

❖

Check on the dumping of the industrial wetlands in urban and semi
urban areas

❖

Strengthening of the National Green Tribunal with proper devolution
of funds, functions and functionaries.

❖

Strict implementation of the Environment Impact Assessment for
infrastructural projects

❖

Usage of satellite technology for monitoring the status of conservation
of wetlands
3
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❖

Empowering local bodies with technical and financial help.

❖

Using the knowledge of the local communities in conserving wetlands

❖

Effective partnerships among academicians and professionals for
overall management of wetlands.

❖

Awareness generation among the public about the importance of
wetlands.

Recent addition of 10 more wetland sites around India to the Ramsar
Convention is a welcome move rendering them sites of ‘national importance’.
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Critically analyze the effectiveness of the coalition governments in the
context of Indian political system.

ANSWER:Literally the term ‘coalition’ is derived from the Latin word ‘coalitio’ which
means ‘to grow together’. In the political context, it refers to distinct political
parties W join hands to form a government and exercise political power on the
basis of a common agreed programme. Coalition Government can form before or
after the conduction of elections.


Broad features of the coalition governments are given below
❖

A coalition implies the existence of at least two partners.

❖

They work on the basis of a minimum programme, which may not be
ideal for each partner of the coalition.

❖

The purpose of a coalition adjustment is to seize power.

❖

They are based on a simple fact of temporary conjunction of specific
interest.
The Janta Party formed the first coalition government at the center in

1977-79. Till now, 12 coalition parties are able to form Governments at the
center. Apart from India, various countries such as the UK, Finland and
Australia have witnessed formation of coalition governments.


Merits of coalition governments:
❖

There will be accommodation of diverse interests in the functioning of
the government as many parties form part of the Government. Hence,
they represent a much broader spectrum of public opinion than the
single-party government.
1
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❖

All the members of the coalition participate in the political decisionmaking. It results in reduced domination of a single political party in
the functioning of the government and thus no discretion while taking
sensitive decisions.

❖

It strengthens the federal fabric of the Indian political system. This is
because a coalition government is more sensitive and responsive to
the regional demands and concerns than the single-party government.

❖

Consensual decision-making in the coalition governments helps to
implement the essence of democratic elements such as discussion,
debates and deliberations.



Demerits of coalition governments:
❖

The difference of opinion among the coalition partners on policy
issues leads to the collapse of the government.

❖

They play blame games and thereby escape from both collective
responsibility as well as individual responsibility.

❖

❖

Due to the large size of the Council of Ministers in a coalition
government to reflect all the constituents of the coalition, it creates the
problem of distribution of portfolios as well as the proper coordination
among the members.
The leaders of regional parties for satisfying their aspirations,
pressurize the central executive to act on their lines threatening to
withdraw from the coalition.
Even though a coalition government is made up of democratically
elected representatives, it is formed to grab power regardless of the
verdict of the electorate. As a result, forming alliances is filled with
challenges and each coalition member suffers from insecurities
regarding the alliance. Alliance between national and regional parties
2
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has impacted the relations between the Union and the States. While
regional parties give stress to their state’s problems and place pressure
on coalition governments to provide greater attention to these, the
Centre tries to balance regional interests in different states.
With the growth of regionalization and fragmentation of politics,
coalitions have become an unstable agreement in uncertain times, where
there are no political allies or enemies.
Multiple parties mean a multitude of opinions on every issue and lack
of agreement on policies or their implementation.
All said and done, political parties will continue to rely on coalitions
regardless of electoral verdicts. This has its advantages as well as
disadvantages. In the ultimate analysis, it is the competency of the
government and not whether it is a coalition or an individual party that plays
an important role in impacting the welfare of the people. Whether the right
decisions come from a coalition or an individual ruling party, they will
always be appreciated and rewarded by the public.
In the end, the platforms namely, NITI Aayog, Interstate Council,
Zonal Councils etc. need to work towards bringing consensus between the
national and regional parties and among different regional parties thus
eliminating the confrontational federalism but promoting cooperative and
competitive federalism.
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Day29Q. Direction: Study the following graph carefully to answer these questions.
The line graph shows the population of male and female in six different cities.
Note: All population is only of male and female.

1. If 60% and 66(2/3)% of total population of city C and city D respectively, is
married, then what is the ratio of total unmarried males of city C and city D
together to the total unmarried females of the same cities together (one male
marries with only one female and no female is a widow)?
2. What is the difference between average of total males from the cities E and F
together and total number of females of the cities A and B together?
3. If 37(1/2)% male population of city B, 30% male population of city C and
16(2/3)% male population of city D is graduate then what is the total number of
males who are not graduate in these cities ?
4. Total population of females from all the cities together is what percent more or
less than the total population of males in the cities C, D and E together?
5. If 85%, 80% and 75% of male population of cities C, B and A respectively are
above 18 years then total males from these three cities who are above 18 years
are what percent of total population of these cities (up to two decimal place)?
Page 1
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Climate change has no boundaries. Analyze the role of technology in
mitigating the adverse effects of climate change.

Ans: Climate change is the global phenomenon of climate transformation
characterized by the changes in the usual climate of the planet (regarding
temperature, precipitation, and wind) that are especially caused by human
activities. As a result of unbalancing the weather of Earth,
the sustainability of the planet’s ecosystems is under threat, as well as the
future of humankind and the stability of the global economy.


Some facts related to Climate Change:
❖



According to the International Labour Organization, the loss in
productivity by 2030 because of heat stress could be the
equivalent of India losing 34 million full-time jobs.
❖
Climate change could see more than 100 million people return
to extreme poverty by 2030 unless concerted action is taken.
❖
The frequency of weather-related disasters has increased by
46% from 2007-2016 (compared to the 1990s) due to climate
change.
❖
Climate change exacerbates social, economic, and
demographic inequalities by straining the social and
environmental systems that support good health.
India’s vulnerability:
❖
❖

As per “Assessment of Climate Change over the Indian Region”
report, Indian subcontinent has witnessed climate extremes.
Average temperature has risen by around 0.7° C during the last
century, rainfall in the summer monsoon declined by 6%
during the last 75 years period, drought affected area
increased by 1.3% per decade during the last 75 years period
and sea surface rise in North Indian Ocean has accelerated to
3.3 mm per year in the last two decades.
1
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❖



Climate change can disrupt agricultural food production which
accounts for 60% of agricultural GDP of India.
❖
Agriculture production is estimated to decrease by 10-20% by
2050 because of climate change.
In this scenario, technological advancements can offer us great
relief in handling these adverse effects. These are elaborated
below.
❖

❖

❖

❖

❖

❖

Electric Vehicleseliminates the carbon emissions from in the
environment which is responsible for ever-growing risk to
human’s respiratory systems.
Energy efficient electrical equipment appliances which are
used for lighting, power, heating and cooling can be
manufactured so that they consume very low levels of
electrical energy and hence low stress on usage of fossil fuels
and reduced emissions of harmful Chlorofluorocarbons.
Biological or chemical feed supplements that inhibit methane
production, or even new low-emission livestock breeds, are
some potential examples of reducing GHG emissions in
Agriculture
About a quarter of all global emissions come from feeding the
world’s 7 billion people, and part of that comes from the
consumption of meat. Lab-grown meat which is similar to the
animal derived meat can hold promise in this regard.
Renewable energy sources like solar, wind, hydro and nuclear
energy can reduce the reliance on usage of fossil fuels and
check the carbon emissions easily.
Cirrus Cloud thinning: Thinning or removing these clouds by
injecting solid aerosol particles would reduce their heat
trapping capacity, resulting in a cooling effect on Earth's
climate.
2
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❖

Space sunshades: It includes insertion of space mirrors to
reflect the excessive heat energy back into the space so that
earth’s temperature will be within control.
❖
Using high albedo crops and buildings in construction for
reflecting more sunlight.
❖
Satellites can be designed dedicatedly for forecasting the
future disasters. This can help us to prepare well in controlling
them.
❖
Monsoon system can be better understood with the help of
technological advancements in weather forecasting.
❖
Artificial Intelligence helps us in identifying patterns and
monitor changes of land surfaces, such as decreasing sea area,
ice caps surface area which can be used to determine future
risks.
❖
Machine learning can help effectively in dealing with ever
increasing carbon emissions.
❖
Damage that is being done by various environment pollutants
can be easily analyzed by the Big Data analytic programmes
and can aid in suitable policy formulation and implementation.
India with the second largest population in the world has the
responsibly on its shoulders to lead the world in making technology
as central part in mitigating the climate change. Initiatives like
National Mission on Quantum Technology, International Solar
Missions, Voluntary National Contributions, National Mission for
Enhanced Efficiency, National Electric Mobility Mission Plan etc. are
welcoming moves in this regard.
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Total sell of fruit seller B by selling apple and grapes together is what
percent of total sell of fruit seller A by selling the same fruits
together (up to two decimal place)?
Solution:
Total sell of fruitseller A from apple and grapes
= 120 × 200 + 80 × 100 = Rs. 32,000
Total sell of fruitseller B from apple and grapes
= 150 × 90 + 120 × 110 = Rs. 26,700
Required percentage 

2.

26700
100  83.43%
32000

What is the difference between total sell obtained from Grapes, Pine
apple and Papaya together by fruit seller A and total sell obtained
from remaining fruits by fruit seller B (in Rs.)?
Solution:
Total sell obtained from Grapes, Pine apple and Papaya together by fruit
seller A = 80 × 100 + 80 × 240 + 50 × 90 = Rs. 31,700
Total sell obtained from Apple and Mango together by fruitseller
B = 150 × 90 + 100 × 125 = Rs. 26,000
Required difference = 31700 – 26000 = Rs. 5700

3.

If profit percent earned by fruit seller A from the sell of Pine apple is
33(1/3)% and that by fruit seller B on the same fruit is 25%, then
what is the ratio of total cast of Pine apple to the fruit seller A to the
total cast of Pine apple to the fruit seller B ?
Solution:
Total cost price of Pine apple to the fruitseller



 100 
A = 80 × 240 × 
100  = 80 × 180 = Rs. 14,400
 100 


3 


Total cost price of Pine apple to the fruitseller
B = 60 × 250 ×

100
= Rs. 12,000
125

Required ratio = 14400 : 12000 = 6 : 5

1

A Free Initiative By
PERFECTION IAS
4.

BPSC 66 T H
M A IN S SO LUT IO N

What is the average of the total sell obtained from all the fruits sold
by fruit seller B?
Solution:
Required average 


5.

150  90  100 125  110 120  250  60  100  40
5

13500  12500  13200  15000  4000
= 58200/5 = Rs. 11640
5

If 10% Apple and 20% Grapes of seller A were rotten then at what
price per kg approximately he should sell the remaining Apples and
Grapes respectively to balance his loss ?
Solution:
Total sell obtained from Apple and Grapes initially by seller A = 200 × 120
= Rs. 24000 And 80 × 100 = Rs. 8000
Remaining Apples after removal of rotten apples =

90
120  108 kg
100

Remaining Grapes after removal of rotten grapes =

80
100  80 kg
100

So, final price of Apple = 24000/108 = Rs. 222.22 per kg
final price of Grapes = 8000/80 = Rs. 100 per kg
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Q.

निम्िनिखित रे िानित्र दो फि विक्रेताओं A और B द्वारा बेिे गए पांि
अिग-अिग फिों की कुि मात्रा (ककिो में ) को दर्ााता है ।
इस तानिका में दो फि विक्रेताओं क्रमर्ः A और B द्वारा बेिे जािे िािे फिों
के प्रनत ककिो विक्रय मूल्य को दर्ााया गया है ।

1. फि विक्रेता B के सेब और अंगूर की कुि वबक्री फि विक्रेता A के समाि
फिों की कुि वबक्री का ककतिा प्रनतर्त (दो दर्मिि स्थाि तक) है ?
Page 1

2. फि विक्रेता A द्वारा अंगूर, अिािास, सेब और पपीता को बेििे से प्राप्त कुि
वबक्री और और फि विक्रेता B द्वारा र्ेष फिों को बेििे से प्राप्त कुि वबक्री
(रुपये में ) के बीि का अंतर क्या है ?

3. यकद अिािास की वबक्री से फि विक्रेता A द्वारा अखजात िाभ प्रनतर्त 33%
(1/3) है और समाि फि पर फि विक्रेता B द्वारा अखजात िाभ 25% है , तो
फि विक्रेता A द्वारा अिािास और फि विक्रेता B द्वारा अिािास की कुि
िागत का अिुपात क्या होगा?
4. फि विक्रेता B द्वारा बेिे गए सभी फिों से प्राप्त कुि वबक्री का औसत क्या
है ?
5. यकद फि विक्रेता A के 10% से ब और 20% अंगूर सडे हुए थे, तो उसके
िुकसाि

को

संतुनित करिे

के निए उसे

र्ेष सेब

और अंगूर

क्रमर्ः िगभग ककस मूल्य पर बेििा िाकहए?

Page 2
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Q44. With trade tensions increasingly politicized, a key appeal process
suspended and COVID-19 creating huge economic challenges, a
modernized and fully functioning WTO is more essential than ever.
Examine.
The World Trade Organization (WTO), an intergovernmental organization
established in 1995 pursuant to the 1994 Marrakesh Agreement and
replacing the erstwhile “General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade”. It
consists of 164 members and 98 per cent of international trade occurs
between these members. The main functions of the WTO are as follows.
❖

To provide a forum for negotiations to liberalize trade and establish
new rules
❖
To oversee and administer multilateral trade rules and
❖
To resolve trade disputes between members.
At this juncture, the WTO holds significance especially in the wake of
the changing geopolitical conditions all over the world due to the advent of
COVID-19 pandemic.
But the trade facilitation body is puzzled with several key issues.
These are examined below.


Crisis of Dispute Settlement Mechanism
❖



Since 2017, the US administration has been blocking the
appointment of several Appellate Body members and became
dysfunctional. The blockade is justified by the US on the
grounds of inefficient working of the body.
❖
The lack of appellate body for dispute settlement mechanism
situation results in potentially severe implications for rulesbased dispute settlement.
Need to revisit the WTO’s negotiating function:
❖

Since the last successful round of multilateral trade talks was
the Uruguay Round (1986–94), its trade rules need to be
modernized to reflect shifts in global economic power and
technological transformations.
1
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❖



New rules are also needed because trade barriers are no
longer primarily about tariffs but increasingly concern
regulations and standards.
❖
Over the past two decades, several concerns have been raised
on the WTO’s negotiating methods such as “consensus
decision-making” and the “single-undertaking principle”. For
example, full implementation of the Doha Development
Agenda has stalled since 2001 due to lack of consensus among
the members.
❖
More than 300 bilateral and regional free-trade agreements
are currently in force, compared with fewer than 60 in 1995.
This undermines the credibility and relevance of the WTO in
the light of poor negotiating mechanisms.
Transparency and Accountability issues:
❖

❖

❖

Monitoring and implementing the agreements by the
organization is under the scanner because of the fact that
compliance has been chronically low and late.
This lack of compliance not only undermines trust in the rulesbased international trading system, it also has implications for
future negotiations, as it becomes difficult to agree to new
rules and disciplines when there is uncertainty around
compliance with existing ones.
Due to lack of mutually agreed definition of “Developing
country status” which provides ‘special and differential
treatment’ (consisting of more favorable terms or extra time to
fulfil their commitments), it is not surprising that
approximately two-thirds of WTO members claim developingcountry status. Developed nations are questioning this
mechanism by citing its ineffective monitoring and certifying
mechanism.
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The case of COVID-19:
❖
According to the WTO, global merchandise trade will fall by
between 13 and 32 per cent in 2020 as a result of the
pandemic.
❖
Many countries imposed temporary export restrictions on
certain medical goods and foods in efforts to prevent domestic
shortages. This led to questions about their compatibility with
WTO obligations.
❖
As efforts to develop a vaccine continue, questions arise as to
whether the intellectual property regime is fit for purpose in
terms of dealing with a public health crisis and ensuring that
any new drug is widely available and affordable.
❖
The use of domestic subsidies to address the economic
dimensions of the pandemic could potentially result in a wave
of WTO cases centered on trade defense instruments.
21st century demands WTO 2.0:
❖
It requires the creation of disciplines in areas that did not exist
25 years ago, such as e-commerce and digital trade.
❖
Given the pressing issues around climate change, increased
efforts to align trade and environmental sustainability are
needed for both tackling climate change and reinvigorating the
WTO.
❖
The proposal of China to treat it as a Market Economy needs
settlement.
On its part, India with South Africa and seven other countries
sent a joint proposal for reforming the Organization by calling for the
immediate resolution of the impasse at the highest adjudicating body
for global trade disputes, prohibiting unilateral trade measures and
“development-centric" reforms.
Strong avocation by the developing and under-developed
nations led by emerging nations like India and Cooperation among
the European Union nations, USA and China can definitely result in
reshaping the working of the body.
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Q44.
19

❖
❖
❖


❖

❖
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❖
❖
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❖
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❖
❖

❖

❖



21

2.0 :

❖
❖
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Q 45. Emergence of Regional Parties in India is motivated by multiple factors.
Elucidate. Critically examine the effect of the emergence of several
regional parties all over the nation on the Indian political system.
As per the Election Commission of India, the total number of parties
registered is 2598, with 8 national parties, 52 state parties and 2538
unrecognized parties. Most of these parties are regional in nature.


Features of a regional party.
❖



Its party base and voter base are limited to one state in
general.
❖
It articulates regional interests and identifies itself with a
particular cultural, religious, linguistic or ethnic group and
fights for preservation and development of these identities.
❖
In general, it will not contain any inclination to expand and
control the central government
❖
To achieve considerable regional autonomy, the party strives
for getting elected or lobbying the state and Central
Governments.
Classification of Political Parties:
The regional parties that are present in the nation can be classified as
follows.
❖

❖

❖

Parties formed based on the charismatic personality of
individual leaders – Ex: Lok Jan shakti Party, Haryana Vikas
Party, Himachal Vikas Congress, Congress (J) etc.
Parties formed based on the regional culture or ethnicity – Ex:
DMK, AIADMK, Telugu Desam, Shiv Sena, Asom Gana Parishad
etc.
Parties formed which have an all-India outlook but lack a
national electoral base. Ex: Revolutionary Socialist Party,
Samajwadi Party, Nationalist Congress Party etc.
1
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❖



Parties formed due to a split in national parties – Ex: Kerala
Congress, Telangana Praja Samithi, BijuJanata Dal,
RashtriyaJanata Dal etc.
Reasons for the emergence of regional parties in India:
❖



Cultural and ethnic pluralism of the Indian society.
❖
Economic disparities and regional imbalances in the
development
❖
Self-interest of the deposed Maharajas and dispossessed
Zamindars.
❖
Failure of national politics to meet the regional aspirations.
❖
Reorganization of states on the basis of language.
❖
Charismatic personality of the regional leaders.
❖
Factional fights within the larger parties.
❖
Centralising tendencies of the congress party and the working
of the institutions like Planning Commission
❖
Absence of a strong opposition party at the central level and
there is a need for an alternative party to oppose the ruling
party.
❖
Domination of caste and religion in the political process that
lure the respective sections of the society.
❖
Alienation and discontentment among the tribal groups which
translates into the feeling of relative deprivation.
Merits of the emergence of the Regional Parties
❖
❖
❖
❖

They helped to provide stable and good Governance at the
regional level.
They helped to check the discretionary powers of the
Governor.
They occupied a considerable role in the Central Government
with the help of the Coalition.
They helped to implement the spirit of a democratic nation by
representing the minority sections in a state.
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❖



They provided a check against the dictatorial tendencies of the
central government
❖
They made the politics more cooperative and competitive.
❖
They widened the choice base for the voters.
Demerits of the emergence of the Regional Parties:
❖

❖

❖

❖

❖

❖

They have given more importance to regional interests rather
than national interests. They have neglected the implications
and consequences of their narrow approach to the resolution
of national issues.
They have encouraged regionalism, casteism, linguism,
communalism and tribalism which have become hurdles to
national integration.
They are responsible for the long time pending of the interstate water disputes, inter-state border disputes and other
interstate issues.
They have also indulged in corruption, nepotism, favoritism
and other forms of mis-utilization of power in order to
promote their self-interest.
They have focused more on the populist schemes and
measures to expand and strengthen their electoral base. This
has adversely affected the state economy and development.
They bring in regional factors in the decision-making and the
policy-making by the coalition government at the center. They
force the central leadership to yield to their demands.

Hence the utilization of platforms like Inter State Council, NITI
Aayog, Zonal Councils etc. must be utilized for resolving the issues
and delivering an efficient governance to the people.
At the end, Indian Political system must be united without
depriving any sections for their rights.
3
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50. Answer :
Introduction
The New Economic Policy launched in 1991 is also known as the LPG Model of Growth.
This landmark policy converted the economic crisis of balance of payments to an opportunity for India by
adopting some fundamental changes in economic structure. Today the Indian economy stands at $2.3
trillion, which is 9 times since 1991 when India's GDP was $266 billion.
Objectives of the New Economic Policy
The main motive of the New Economic Policy was enabling a more competitive market
environment to increase economic productivity, by the way of removing market barriers of entry imposed
upon the private sector previously.
•
•
•
•
•

Conversion of the economy to a market economy by eliminating unwanted market restriction for
private players.
Increased private participation in all sectors and reduced sectors reserved for the government.
It aimed to provide a push for globalization to the Indian economy with focus on market
orientation.
Building a better economic growth rate and more forex reserves was another important goal.
Providing economic stabilization by countering inflation so as to save the economy from slipping
into depression.

The Urgent Need for Reforms
A confluence of crisis compelled Indian government to accept the World Bank and
International Monetary Fund’s proposal for an economic overhaul based on three pillars of economic
reform called LPG and India was granted a $7 billion loan in return.
•
•
•
•
•
•

The fiscal deficit shot up to 8.4% of GDP in 1990-91 and a debt trap were imminent that led to
erosion of credit ratings for India.
The current account deficit rose to 17,367 crore and foreign loans to 23% of GDP in 1990-91.
This caused depletion of forex reserves.
Due to the Iraq war in 1990-91, petrol prices increased drastically that increased the BoP crisis
and also remittances to India suffered.
Forex reserves had declined very low to 6252 crore in 1990-91 and they were sufficient to pay for
essential import bill of only around 10 days.
The average annual inflation rate was 16.7% due to rapid increase of money supply and there was
excessive use of deficit financing.
In 1991, the number of PSU’s in India was 246 and due to poor performance they degenerated to
a liability for the government.
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Measures Taken as Part of NEP
The new policy started implementation of LPG (Liberalisation, Privatisation and
Globalisation) and enlarged scope of entry of the private sector in many industrial sectors except atomic
energy, mining and railways.
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

The government came up with a New Industrial Policy in 1991 where industries were freed from
licenses and thrust on technology and modernisation was put.
Restrictions of the MRTP Act were ended for investment purposes and Foreign Exchange
Regulation Act was replaced by Foreign Exchange Management Act.
As part of the capital market reform, limit for investment by foreign companies in India was
raised and the Securities and Exchange Board of India was established as a regulator.
The government removed price control and import restriction for many products including
fertilizers, steel, iron and petro products and let market forces decide the prices.
The New Trade Policy, 1991 was announced that reduced taxes on export and import, provided
for a foreign capital market and allowed for full convertibility of current account.
To reduce the growing fiscal deficit, individual and corporate tax rates were reduced also tax
procedures were simplified to increase the tax net and increase tax revenue.
In the monetary policy front, banks were allowed to decide rate of interest on amount deposited
and permission was granted to open banks by private sector.

Conclusion
British Economist Joan Robinson opine that for a country to rise to a high-income status,
only a vibrant private sector is not sufficient. Thus to really achieve the goal of a New India @ 75 as
envisaged by NITI Ayog, India needs a comprehensive national strategy where both public and private
sector play significant and cooperating roles.
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