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About
@ India State of Forest Report (ISFR) is a biennial publication of
Forest Survey of India (FSI) an organization under the
Ministry of Environment Forest & Climate Change
Government of India.
@ The ISFR assesses the forest and tree cover, bamboo
resources, carbon stock and forest res.
@ The previous report was released in 2019 and the latest has
been released this month.
Findings:
@ India's forest and tree cover has risen by 2,261 square
kilometers in the last two years, with Andhra Pradesh
growing the maximum forest cover of 647 square kilometers.
@ The total tree-and-forest cover in the country includes an
increase of 1,540 square kilometres of forest cover and 721
sq km of tree cover compared to the 2019 report.
@ Eleven states have reported a loss in forest cover while 21
states and Union territories have reported losses in
moderately dense forest cover.
@ Madhya Pradesh has the largest forest cover in the country
currently while states in North East India have the highest
percentage of forest cover.
@ The Forest Survey of India denes 'forest cover' as all lands of
a hectare or more with tree patches with canopy density of
more than 10 per cent. This covers all lands, irrespective of
legal ownership and land use. 'Recorded forest area' includes
only those areas recorded as forests in government records
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and includes pristine forests.
The Forest Survey of India has listed four categories of forests
and the state of forest survey is based on these. They are:
ü Very Dense Forest (with tree canopy density of 70 per cent
or above)
ü Moderately Dense Forest (tree canopy density of 40 per
cent or above but less than 70 per cent)
ü Open Forest (tree canopy density of 10 per cent or above
but less than 40 per cent)
ü Scrub (tree canopy density less than 10 per cent)
Open forests currently have the biggest share in the
country's forest cover, with 9.34 per cent of the total forest
cover (307,120 sq km). Very dense forests (the pristine
natural forests) account for just 3.04 per cent (99,779 sq km)
of the total forest cover.
This is the least share among the three major types of forests
— very dense, moderately dense and the open forests.
Moderately dense forests account for 9.33 per cent (307,120
sq km) of total forest cover.
India has reported an increase of just 501 sq km under the
Very Dense Forest category in the last two years. There is a
loss of 1,582 sq km under the Moderately Dense Forest
category. Open forests have reported an increase of 2,612 sq
km.

@ Five states — Andhra Pradesh, Telangana, Odisha,
Karnataka and Jharkhand — have contributed almost
entirely to the net increase in forest cover of 1,540 sq km.
This increase is also due to plantation and agroforestry,
according to the report.
@ It also recorded an increase of 17 sq km in mangrove cover in
the country as compared to the previous assessment of
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2019. Total mangrove cover in the country is 4,992 sq km.
Top three States showing mangrove cover increase are
Odisha (8 sq km) followed by Maharashtra (4 sq km) and
Karnataka (3 sq km).
According to the report, the total carbon stock in the
country's forest is estimated to be 7,204 million tonnes and
there is an increase of 79.4 million tonnes in the carbon
stock of the country as compared to the last assessment of
2019.
The annual increase in the carbon stock is 39.7 million
tonnes.
The Forest Survey of India (FSI), in collaboration with Birla
Institute of Technology and Science (BITS) Pilani, Goa
Campus also performed a study based on 'Mapping of
Climate Change
Hotspots in Indian
Forests' as part of the
report.
The collaborative study
was carried out with the
objective to map the
climatic hotspots over
the forest cover in
India, using computer
model-based projection
of temperature and
rainfall data, for the
three future time
periods, that is, years
2030, 2050 and 2085.
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Signicance:
@ India's total forest cover is 713,789 sq km, or 21.71 per cent
of the total geographical area of the country. India has set a
target of bringing 33 per cent of its geographical area under
forest cover.
@ But a deep dive into the forest gain according to the type of
forests, brings out the fact that India is not adding dense
forests.
@ Rather, it is losing signicant areas of natural forests with
moderate tree cover. India has more forest cover with tree
canopy density in the range of 10 to 40 per cent, referred to as
'open forest'.
@ The report also added that the north-east did not show
positive results as the current assessment showed a
decrease of forest cover to the extent of 1,020 sq km in the
region.
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