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1. UMANG RANGOLI UTSAV

3. THIRU R. NAGASWAMY

2. GHERKINS

India has emerged as the largest 
exporter of gherkins in the world.

Ministry of Culture is organizing a 
rangoli making event 'Umang 
Rangoli Utsav' on 24th January 

?India has crossed the USD 200 
2022.

million mark of export of 
agricultural processed product, - 
pickling cucumber, which is 

?The day is celebrated as 'National 
globally referred as gherkins or 

Girl Child Day' every year and to 
cornichons, in the last financial 

commemorate the day this year, a 
year.

nationwide event celebrating the 
Girl Child is being organized under ?Gherkins are exported under two 
Azadi ka Amrit Mahotsav celebrations. categories -- cucumbers and 

gherkins, which are prepared and 
?In the event, it is proposed that the 

preserved by vinegar or acetic acid 
participating teams will make 

and cucumbers and gherkins, 
Rangoli decorations for about one 

which are provisionally preserved.
kilometer of length on the roads 
and squares that have been named ?Nearly 15% production of the world's 
after the female freedom fighters or gherkin requirement is grown in 
the female role models of the India.
country.

?The rangoli decorations are being 
The Prime Minister Narendra Modi 

done at more than 50 locations 
has expressed sorrow on the 

across the country.
demise of eminent archaeologist 
Thiru R. Nagaswamy. The Prime 
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recalled his contribution towards Arunachal Pradesh.
popularising the vibrant culture of 

?Once completed, it will be a 
Tamil Nadu.

lifeline as it will provide all 
weather connectivity to Tawang.

?Ramachandran Nagaswamy (1930 ?The project comprises of Tunnel 1, 
–2022) was an Indian historian, which is a 980 m long single tube 
archaeologist and epigraphist who tunnel and Tunnel 2, which is a 
was known for his work on temple 1555 m long twin tube tunnel.
inscriptions and art history of Tamil 

?Tunnel 2 has one bi-lane tube for 
Nadu.

traffic and one escape tube for 
?He served as a Director of the emergencies.

Ta m i l  N a d u  A r c h a e o l o g y  
?It will also be one of the longest 

Department
tunnels to have been constructed 

?He was also instrumental in above altitude of 13,000 feet.
starting the annual Chidambaram 

?The project  also includes 
Natyanjali festival in 1980.

construction of an approach road 
?He was an authority in Chola of seven kilometres to Tunnel 1, 

Bronzes. which takes off from BCT Road 
and a link road of 1.3 kilometres, 

?He was awarded India's third 
which connects Tunnel 1 to 

highest civilian award the Padma 
Tunnel 2.

Bhushan in 2018.
?The foundation stone of the Sela 

Tunnel Project was laid by the 
The final blast for the 980-metre Prime Minister Shri Narendra 
long Sela Tunnel (Tunnel 1) was Modi in 2019.
conducted by Director General 
Border Roads (DGBR).

Researchers from Kerala have 
identified two new species of 

?The Sela Tunnel Project is located fungi from the genus Ganoderma 
in the West Kameng District of that are associated with coconut 
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stem rot. ?The place is considered as river's 
origin point.

?With the rejuvenation of Saraswati 
?They have also genotyped the two 

River, religious beliefs will also be 
fungi species, named Ganoderma 

revived.
keralense and G. pseudoapplanatum 
and identified genetic biomarkers ?The area will also be developed as a 

pilgrimage site.
?The DNA barcodes have been 

made publicly available in DNA ?The Dam will be built on 31.66 
sequence repositories so that future hectares of land in Himachal 
studies can use it for early detection Pradesh. It has a width of 101.06 
of the pathogen. The research was metres and height 20.5 metres.
published in the journal Mycologia.

?Total cost of the project is Rs 
?The infection begins at the roots, 215.33 crore.

but symptoms include discolouration 
?Dam at Adi Badri will also get 

and rotting of stem and leaves. In 
water from the Somb river, which 

the later stages, flowering and nut 
falls in Yamuna River near Adi 

set decreases and finally the coconut 
Badri in Yamunanagar.

palm (Cocos nucifera) dies.

?As per a report published in 
Biological Reviews, Sixth Mass 
Extinction crisis is underway on 
the Planet Earth.

?It could have already lost around 13 
percent of its total species.

?The Dam will rejuvenate the 
?Earth is witnessing a drastic mythical Saraswati River.

increased rates of species extinctions 
?It is situated in Haryana near 

and declined abundances of many 
Himachal Pradesh border.

animal and plant populations. 
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7. Earth's sixth mass extinction
6. Adi Badri Dam

On January 21, 2022, governments 
of Haryana and Himachal Pradesh 
signed an agreement to build a dam 
at Adi Badri in Yamunanagar 
district.
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Despite that, experts deny that 
these phenomena amount to mass 

A new translation of a letter to the 
extinction.

Indian Government in 2005, 
?They deny on the basis of a highly written by chief priest of Tokyo's 

biased assessment of the crisis, Renkoji temple in Japanese 
focusing on mammals and birds. language, reveals that Justice MK 
However, the assessment ignores Mukherjee was given permission 
invertebrates, which constitute the to conduct DNA test of ashes and 
majority of biodiversity. bone fragments, which is believed 

to be of Netaji Subhas Chandra 
?In the past Earth has witnessed five 

Bose.
mass extinctions. The last mass 
extinction was about 65 million 
years, that wiped out the dinosaurs.

?In the past, the letter was not 
translated and a bland edited 
English version was attached to the 
Mukherjee Commission's report, 
for inexplicable reasons.

?Mukherjee Commission was 
appointed on the disappearance of 
Bose as evidence. Commission 
could not proceed further because 
of the issue of DNA tests.

?Lithium is in hot demand because 
?Commission later concluded that, 

of rapidly growing production of 
ashes were not of Bose, giving 

electric vehicles, which use lithium 
acceptance to speculations that he 

- ion batteries.
may have survived to become an 

?However, there is a global supply prisoner or ascetic in a Russian 
shortage of lithium, with western prison.
countries are fighting to bring on new 
mines in a bid to compete with China.

9. Japan's Renkoji Temple offer

8. Shortage of Lithium for EV 
batteries

Recently, the Serbian Government 
cancelled licenses for a major 
lithium project, which is owned by 
Anglo-Australian miner Rio Tinto 
Plc.
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