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Background:
@ The rst and historic United Nations Food Systems Summit 

(UNFSS) 2021 took place in September this year with the aim 
of nding a solution and “catalyzing the momentum” to the 
way the world produces, consumes, and thinks to change 
hunger. The Indian model encourages this summit to 
discuss India's path from food shortages to food surpluses.

United Nations Food Systems Summit (UNFSS):
@ The summit was attended by UN member states, civil society, 

non-governmental organizations, academics, researchers, 
individuals and the private sector.  The debate and the 
reaction focused on ve identied courses of action, namely:  
ü Guaranteeing access to safe and nutritious food for all  
ü Switching to sustainable consumption patterns   
ü Promoting positive production for nature  
ü Advance equitable livelihoods
ü Building resilience to susceptibility and shocks Stress.

India's Food Security Programme:
@ NFSA (National Food Safety Law 2013): Consists of the 

PM-Matru-Vandana-Yojana program for pregnant women 
and the PDS system  

@ Mid-Day Meal Scheme:This one ensures the food security of 
school children.

@ ICDS (Integrated Child Development Scheme): It is an 
integrated approach that includes vaccinations with food 
safety.

Challenges:- 
@ In the Covid pandemic, food shortages continue according to 

India's strong structure. There are several challenges behind 
this.
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@ Climate Change: Climate change disturbed the monsoon 
pattern and leaves farmers vulnerable.  

@ Unsustainable land use:Slash and Burn Farming is still 
practiced in some parts of India.  

@ The excessive use of fertilizers degrades the country.  
@ Overwatering: More attention is paid to plants that use a lot 

of water, resulting in a large accumulation of salt on the land 
surface.  

@ Food Waste: Inadequate infrastructure leads to food waste  
@ Monoculture: Monoculture is the main cause of anemia, 

stunted growth, and emaciation in childhood for half of 
Indian women.  

@ Malnutrition: India has a 50% higher prevalence of 
malnutrition compared to the global average compared to the 
world average.

Other Issues:
@ Poshan Abhiyan: The government is now focusing more on 

diversifying the food basket, such as dairy products, shing   
@ Combating malnutrition: for example, fortifying foods such 

as iron in rice.   
@ Reducing food waste or loss is a major challenge and is 

related to the efciency of the food supply chain. Food waste 
in India exceeds Rs. 1 lakh crore.

Food Security Importance:
@ Securing Peace   
@ Securing Economic Development   
@ Productive Demographic Dividend   
@ Healthy Population

Way Forward:
@ Hunger and food insecurity are the main causes of conict 

and instability around the world. "Eating is peace", 
emphasized the 2020 Nobel Peace Prize laureate how 
important it is to ght hunger to prevent conict and create 
stability. "Until the day we have a medical vaccine, food is the 
best vaccine against chaos."

Q. � Discuss the need of Food Security in India, and the 
challenges faced by India during pandemic.
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