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Background: 
@ India's afrmative policy system needs to be reformed and 

must undergo continuous performance audits to make it 
more available to needy people. 

Regarding the Reservation Policy:  
@ Upholds thePrinciple of Justice:

ü In an extremely unequal and oppressive social order, the 
reservation played a crucial role in providing education, 
employment  and po l i t i ca l  representat ion to 
disadvantaged groups which got alienated from the 
centuries. 

ü Reservation allows the government of India to set quotas 
or reserved seats for "citizens of backward classes and 
education", thus reducing the required qualications for 
exams and job openings to uplift them socially, 
educationally, politically, and culturally. 

Problems with Current Policies:
@ Still No Equality:

ü The current system lacks in recognizing the beneciaries 
and assumes that each subgroup in each category has 
the same disadvantage, becoming a blunder mistake by 
the government. 

ü The Justice G. Rohini Committee report on the 
subclassication of the OBC concluded that, nearly 97% 
of the benets by the central government to the OBC 
quotas are allocated to just under 25% of its castes.

ü 983 OBC communities counting around only 37% of the 
total community,has got zero representation in both 
Central govt jobs and admissions in central universities. 

The Key to Revitalising 
India’s Reservation System
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ü And only 10% of the OBC community has accumulated 

24.95% of jobs and admissions making it unavailable to 
its own community.

@ Greater Social Division: 
ü The asymmetric distribution of reservation, hampering 

the very basics of the policy itself and political interest in 
correcting this seems very rare. 

ü Both national and state parties once abled to gather 
support of large-scale Bahujan solidarities, now 
struggling to gain such support. 

@ Insufcient Data:
ü There is a lack of clear data on the socio-economic 

conditions of different social groups at the national and 
local level. This making the government to worry about 
the programs that aimed to bring liberal and other social 
changes among the different caste groups left unchecked. 

@ The way forward:- 
ü A variety of evidence-based and context-sensitive policies 

with tailor made reforms are helpful in meeting the 
specic requirements of specic groups. A census based 
on socioeconomic castes has become a prerequisite for 
initiating any meaningful reform in India's afrmative 
action system. 

ü India needs an institution like the United States' “Equal 
Opportunities Commission” or of United Kingdom, which 
can provide timely information, by producing a 
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deprivation index that correlates the socio-economic 
census data of different communities, including castes, 
gender, religion, etc. And timely auditing the 
implementation of policies to maintain social equity will 
be the best outcome.

Q.  Explain the Role of Reservation System in India and the 
Problems Associated with it.  
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